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F–10 AUSTRALIAN CURRICULUM: HUMANITIES AND SOCIAL SCIENCES
ABOUT THE LEARNING AREA
Introduction
The Australian Curriculum: Humanities and Social Sciences (HASS) Foundation to Year 10 comprises five subjects:
•

Humanities and Social Sciences from Foundation to Year 6: In these years, students are introduced to the disciplines of history and
geography from Foundation, civics and citizenship in Year 3 and economics and business in Year 5.
• History in Years 7–10
• Geography in Years 7–10
• Economics and Business in Years 7–10
• Civics and Citizenship in Years 7–10.
The Australian Curriculum: Humanities and Social Sciences is written on the basis that all students will study Humanities and Social Sciences from
Foundation to Year 6. In Years 7 to 10, students will study History. In Years 7 and 8, students will study Geography, Civics and Citizenship, and
Economics and Business. In Years 9 and 10, student access to Geography, Civics and Citizenship, and Economics and Business will be
determined by school authorities or individual schools.

Rationale
The Humanities and Social Sciences are the study of human behaviour and interaction in social, cultural, environmental, economic and political
contexts. The Humanities and Social Sciences have a historical and contemporary focus, from personal to global contexts, and consider challenges
for the future.
Through studying Humanities and Social Sciences, students will develop the ability to question, think critically, solve problems, communicate
effectively, make decisions and adapt to change. Thinking about and responding to issues requires an understanding of the key historical,
geographical, political, economic and societal factors involved, and how these different factors interrelate.
The Humanities and Social Science subjects in the Australian Curriculum provide a broad understanding of the world in which we live, and how
people can participate as active and informed citizens with high-level skills needed now and for the future.
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Aims
The Australian Curriculum: Humanities and Social Sciences aims to ensure that students develop:
•
•
•
•
•
•

a sense of wonder, curiosity and respect about places, people, cultures and systems throughout the world, past and present, and an interest
in and enjoyment of the study of these phenomena
key historical, geographical, civic and economic knowledge of people, places, values and systems, past and present, in local to global
contexts
an understanding and appreciation of historical developments, geographic phenomena, civic values and economic factors that shape
society, influence sustainability and create a sense of belonging
an understanding of the key disciplinary concepts applied to disciplinary and/or cross-disciplinary inquiries
the capacity to use disciplinary methods and skills, including disciplinary-appropriate questioning, researching using reliable sources,
analysing, evaluating and communicating
dispositions required for effective participation in everyday life, now and in the future, including critical and creative problem-solving,
informed decision-making, responsible and active citizenship, informed economic and financial choices, and ethical reflection.

Organisation of the learning area
Content structure
The Australian Curriculum: Humanities and Social Sciences is presented in year levels for the knowledge and understanding strand and bands for
the skills strand from Foundation to Year 10.

Year level descriptions
Year level descriptions provide an overview of the learning that students should experience at each year level. Each year level includes example
inquiry questions that provide a framework for developing students’ knowledge and understanding, and skills.

Achievement standards
Achievement standards describe the expected quality of learning that students should typically demonstrate by the end of each year.

Content descriptions
Content descriptions specify the essential knowledge, understanding and skills that students are expected to learn, and teachers are expected to
teach, in each year. The content descriptions are organised into strands and sub-strands.
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Content elaborations
Content elaborations provide teachers with suggestions and illustrations of ways to teach the content descriptions. They are optional material only;
they are not a set of complete or comprehensive content points that all students need to be taught. They illustrate and exemplify content
descriptions with a diverse range of examples.

Strands and sub-strands
The Australian Curriculum: Humanities and Social Sciences is organised under two interrelated strands:
• Knowledge and understanding
• Skills.
Under each strand, curriculum content is further organised into sub-strands.

Core concepts
Core concepts are the big ideas, understandings, skills or processes that are central to the Humanities and Social Sciences curriculum. They give
clarity and direction about what content matters most in the learning area. In the curriculum development process, core concepts help identify the
essential content students should learn to develop a deep and increasingly sophisticated understanding of Humanities and Social Sciences across
the years of schooling. They ensure content is connected within and across the strands, building in sophistication across the year levels.
In Humanities and Social Sciences there are core concepts for each of the five subjects. In F–6 Humanities and Social Sciences the core concepts
are broad to encompass the essential content across history, geography, civics and citizenship, and economics and business. The core concepts in
F–6 develop into more discipline-specific core concepts in Years 7 to 10 within each of the subjects: history, geography, civics and citizenship, and
economics and business.
The Humanities and Social Sciences F-10 core concepts are presented in Figure 1.
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Figure 1: Humanities and Social Sciences F–10 core concepts
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Read more
Humanities and Social Sciences F–6
The core concepts for Humanities and Social Sciences F–6 have been drawn from the four disciplines of Humanities and Social Sciences to inform
the knowledge, understandings and skills that will be developed to support further learning in the four Years 7–10 subjects.
The core concepts are:
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•

Significance – The importance that is assigned to an issue, event, development, person, place, process, interaction or system over time
and place.
Continuity and change – Aspects of society, such as institutions, ideas, values and problems, that remain/ed the same and/or changed
over certain periods of time (some point in the past and the present) or in the past (two points in the past).
Cause and effect – The long- and short-term causes and the intended and unintended consequences of an event, decision, process,
interaction or development.
Place and space – The characteristics of places (spatial, social, economic, physical, environmental) and how these characteristics are
organised spatially (location, distribution, pattern).
Interconnections – The components of various systems such as social systems, resource systems and natural systems, and the
connections within and between them, including how they impact on each other.
Identity and diversity – The factors, including values and traditions, that shape personal and shared identity and the diversity of Australia
as a multicultural and multi-faith society.
Democracy and citizenship – The key democratic and legal institutions, processes, rights and roles that underpin Australian democracy,
and the responsibilities and obligations of citizens in local, regional, national and global communities.
Resource allocation and making choices – The process of using available or limited resources for competing alternative uses and the
choices that individuals and society make to satisfy needs and wants.

History 7–10
The core concepts for History 7–10 have been developed to identify the essential content students should learn for a deep and increasingly
sophisticated understanding of History.
•
•

Evidence – The information obtained from primary and secondary sources that is valuable for a particular narrative and/or inquiry to support
a hypothesis or to prove or disprove a conclusion.
Perspectives – Historical perspectives are the point of view, beliefs, values and experiences from individuals and groups at the time.
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•
•
•
•

Interpretations – Contestable explanations of the past about a specific person, event or development, typically as a result of a disciplined
inquiry made by historians.
Continuity and change – Aspects of society, such as institutions, ideas, values and problems, that remain/ed the same and /or changed
over certain periods of time (some point in the past and the present) or in the past (two points in the past).
Cause and effect – The long- and short-term causes and the intended and unintended consequences of an event, decision, process,
interaction or development.
Significance – The importance that is assigned to an issue, event, development, person, place, process, interaction or system over time
and place.

Geography 7–10
The core concepts for Geography 7–10 have been developed to identify the essential content students should learn for a deep and increasingly
sophisticated understanding of Geography.
•
•
•
•
•
•
•

Place – Areas of the earth’s surface examined at different spatial levels, shaped by environmental processes and human actions over time
and given meaning by people.
Space – The significance of location and distribution at different spatial levels, and the ways people organise and manage spaces.
Environment – The natural, constructed and sustainably managed features of the environment and the important interrelationships between
humans and the environment.
Scale – The way that geographical phenomena and processes can be examined at different spatial levels.
Change – The importance of understanding change in environmental and human processes and cause-and-effect relationships for
sustainability.
Interconnection – Interactions within and between systems such as social systems and natural systems, at different spatial levels.
Sustainability – The capacity of the environment to continue to support our lives and other living creatures into the future, and the ways
people contribute through individual and community actions to a sustainable and just future.

Civics and Citizenship 7–10
The core concepts for Civics and Citizenship 7–10 have been developed to identify the essential content students should learn for a deep and
increasingly sophisticated understanding of Civics and Citizenship.
•

Active citizenship – Citizens are entitled to certain privileges and responsibilities, therefore, being an active citizen requires engagement
and informed participation in the civic and political activities of society at local, state, national, regional and global levels.
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•
•
•
•

Democracy – A system of government where power is vested in the people, who may exercise it directly or through elected representatives,
and who may remove and replace their political leaders and government in free and fair regular elections.
Global citizenship – Recognition that we live in an increasingly interdependent world, where citizens’ identity transcends geography or
political borders, and people have rights and responsibilities at a global level.
Legal systems – The laws, processes for making those laws, and judicial systems that ensure laws are followed and enforced by members
of countries or communities.
Identity and diversity – A person’s sense of who they are, and conception and expression of their individuality or association with a group
culture or to a state or nation, a region or the world regardless of one's citizenship status, and acknowledgement of diversity within
communities.

Economics and Business 7–10
The core concepts for Economics and Business 7–10 have been developed to identify the essential content students should for a deep and
increasingly sophisticated understanding of Economics and Business.
•

•

•
•

Resource allocation and decision-making – The process of using available, limited resources for competing alternative uses that satisfy
society’s increasing needs and wants. As every need and want cannot be satisfied with available resources, choices must be made about
how resources are allocated most effectively, based on the actions of consumers, producers, workers, the financial sector, governments and
other economies.
The economic and business environment – The ways businesses operate at many levels, and the ways they respond to opportunities
and changing circumstances and conditions. As businesses operate in markets, the decisions they make have social, economic and
environmental consequences.
Consumer and financial literacy – Making responsible and informed decisions about consumer and financial issues and managing money
and assets, and how these decisions affect human wellbeing, sense of security and awareness of future options.
Entrepreneurship – How individuals respond to risks and rewards within the economic and business environment, develop and improve
activities, and create economic, social and cultural value within a range of contexts.

Key connections
General capabilities
In the Australian Curriculum, general capabilities equip young Australians with the knowledge, skills, behaviours and dispositions to live and work
successfully. General capabilities are developed through learning area content; they are not separate learning areas, subjects or isolated skills.
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Opportunities to develop general capabilities in learning area content vary. All general capabilities are of relevance and application to Humanities
and Social Sciences. These are Digital Literacy, Critical and Creative Thinking, Personal and Social Capability, Intercultural Understanding and
Ethical Understanding.
Literacy and numeracy are fundamental to all learning. While literacy and numeracy development are core to the curriculum in English and
Mathematics, literacy and numeracy skills are required and applied in all learning areas, including Humanities and Social Sciences.
General capabilities are identified in content descriptions when they are developed or applied through learning area content. They are also
identified in content elaborations when they offer opportunities to add depth and richness to student learning.
Read more
Literacy
In the Australian Curriculum: Humanities and Social Sciences, students develop literacy capability as they learn how to build knowledge in relation
to historical, geographical, civic and economic information, concepts and ideas. Students progressively learn to use a wide range of informational,
persuasive and imaginative texts in multiple modes. These texts include stories, narrative recounts, reports, explanations, arguments, debates,
timelines, maps, tables, graphs and images, often supported by references from primary and secondary sources. Students learn to make
increasingly sophisticated language and text choices, understanding that language varies according to context, including the nature and stages of
their inquiry. They learn to use language features and text structures to comprehend and compose cohesive texts about places, people, events,
processes, systems and perspectives of the past, present and future. These include topic-specific vocabulary; appropriate tense verbs; and
complex sentences that describe sequential, cause-and-effect and comparative relationships. They recognise how language and images can be
used to make and manipulate meaning and evaluate texts for shades of meaning and opinion. Students also participate in debates and discussions
and develop a considered point of view when communicating conclusions and preferred social and environmental futures to a range of audiences.
Numeracy
In the Australian Curriculum: Humanities and Social Sciences, students develop numeracy capability as they apply numeracy skills in relation to
historical, geographical, civic and economic inquiries. Students count and measure data and information, construct and interpret tables and graphs,
and calculate and interpret statistics in their investigations. Students learn to use scaled timelines, including those involving negative and positive
numbers, as well as calendars and dates, to recall information on topics of historical significance and to illustrate the passing of time. They collect
data through methods such as surveys and field tests, and construct and interpret maps, models, diagrams and remotely sensed and satellite
images, working with numerical concepts of grids, scale, distance, area and projections.
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Students learn to analyse numerical data to make meaning of the past; to test relationships in patterns and between variables, such as the effects of
location and distance; and to draw conclusions. They make predictions and forecast outcomes based on civic, economic and business data, and
environmental and historical information, and represent their findings in numerical and graphical form. Students use numeracy to understand the
principles of financial management, and to make informed financial and business decisions. They appreciate the ways numeracy knowledge and
skills are used in society and apply these to hypothetical and/or real-life experiences.
Digital Literacy
In the Australian Curriculum: Humanities and Social Sciences, students develop digital literacy when they locate, process, analyse, evaluate and
communicate historical, geographic, civic and economic information using digital literacy. Students access and use digital literacy, including spatial
technologies, as an investigative and creative tool. They seek a range of digital sources of information to resolve inquiry questions or challenges of
historical, geographic, civic and economic relevance, being aware of intellectual property. They critically analyse evidence and trends and critique
source reliability. Using digital literacy, students present and represent their learning, and collaborate, discuss and debate to co-construct their
knowledge. They plan, organise, create, display and communicate data and information digitally using multimodal elements for a variety of reasons
and audiences.
Students enhance their digital literacy by exploring the increasing use of technology and the effects of technologies on people, places and civic and
economic activity over time and place. They learn about and have opportunities to use social media to collaborate, communicate and share
information, and build consensus on issues of social, civic, economic and environmental significance, while using an awareness of personal security
protocols and ethical responsibilities.
Critical and Creative Thinking
In the Australian Curriculum: Humanities and Social Sciences, students develop critical and creative thinking as they investigate historical,
geographic, civic and economic concepts and ideas through inquiry-based learning. The effective development of critical and creative thinking in
Humanities and Social Sciences enables students to develop enterprising behaviours and learn to apply concepts and skills to new contexts and
endeavours. Students build their inquiry skills as they learn to develop and clarify investigative questions, and to assess reliability when selecting
information from diverse sources. Analytical skills are developed when students use evidence to support an argument or position on a social,
cultural or political issue, interpret and analyse economic data and/or information, and apply discipline-specific knowledge and understandings as
they draw conclusions and propose solutions to complex problems.
Students develop creative thinking dispositions when they are encouraged to be curious and imaginative in investigations and fieldwork, to consider
multiple perspectives about issues and events, and when thinking deeply about questions that do not have straightforward answers. They imagine
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alternative futures in response to social, environmental, civic and economic challenges that require problem-solving and innovative solutions,
proposing appropriate and alternative courses of action and considering the effects on their own lives and the lives of others.
Personal and Social Capability
In Australian Curriculum: Humanities and Social Sciences students develop personal and social capability (self and social awareness) as they gain
an understanding of people and places through historical, geographic, civic and economic inquiry. Through learning experiences that enhance
reflective practice, students develop an appreciation of the insights and perspectives of others and an understanding of what informs their personal
identity and sense of belonging, including concepts of place and their cultural and national heritage.
Learning through inquiry enables students to develop self-management skills by directing their own learning and providing opportunities to express
and reflect on their opinions, beliefs, values and questions. Social management skills are developed as students collaborate with others to make
informed decisions, show leadership and demonstrate advocacy skills to achieve desired outcomes and to contribute to their communities and
society more broadly.
Ethical Understanding
In Australian Curriculum: Humanities and Social Sciences, students develop ethical understanding as they investigate the ways that diverse values
and principles have influenced human activity. As students develop informed, ethical values and attitudes they are able to explore different
perspectives, ambiguities and ethical considerations related to social and environmental issues. They discuss and apply ethical concepts such as
equality, respect and fairness, examine shared beliefs and values that support Australian democracy and citizenship, and become aware of their
own roles, rights and responsibilities as participants in their social, economic and natural world.
Intercultural Understanding
In the Australian Curriculum: Humanities and Social Sciences, students develop intercultural understanding as they learn about the diversity of the
world’s places, peoples and their lives, cultural practices, values, beliefs and ways of knowing. They learn the importance of understanding their
own and others’ histories, recognising the significance of Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander Peoples’ histories and cultures, and the contribution
of Australian migrants, and demonstrate respect for cultural diversity and the human rights of all people.
Students learn of Australia’s economic and political relationship with other countries and the role of intercultural understanding for the present and
future. As they investigate the interconnections between people and the significance that places hold, they learn how various cultural identities,
including their own, are shaped. They reflect on their own intercultural experiences and explore how people interact across cultural boundaries,
considering how factors such as group membership, traditions, customs and religious and cultural practices impact on civic life.
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Cross-curriculum priorities
Cross-curriculum priorities support the Australian Curriculum to be a relevant, contemporary and engaging curriculum that reflects regional, national
and global contexts. Cross-curriculum priorities are incorporated through learning area content; they are not separate learning areas or subjects.
They provide opportunities to enrich the content of the learning areas, where most appropriate and authentic, allowing students to engage with and
better understand their world.
Opportunities to apply cross-curriculum priorities to learning area content vary. All three cross-curriculum priorities – Aboriginal and Torres Strait
Islander Histories and Cultures, Asia and Australia’s Engagement with Asia, and Sustainability – have relevance and meaning to the Humanities
and Social Sciences curriculum.
Read more
Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander Histories and Cultures
The Australian Curriculum: Humanities and Social Sciences is the primary learning area where students explore and deepen their knowledge of
Aboriginal Peoples and Torres Strait Islander Peoples as the world’s oldest continuous living cultures and Australia’s First Nations Peoples.
This learning area provides students with the opportunities to understand the histories of Australia’s First Peoples, which involves occupation of the
Australian continent for more than 60,000 years, and the enduring impacts on Australia’s First Nations cultures of colonisation and the doctrine of
terra nullius on ownership of and access to Country/Place. Importantly, this learning area includes the significant contributions of Aboriginal and
Torres Strait Islander Peoples’ histories and cultures on a local, national and global scale.
Students appreciate and celebrate the diversity of Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander cultures and how these cultures are based on special
connections to Country/Place, and have unique belief systems and ways of being, knowing, thinking and doing linked to these physical and spiritual
interconnections. The development of these understandings includes exploring contemporary issues that demonstrate the dynamic nature of
Australia’s First Nations cultures.
This learning area develops students’ knowledge of citizenship that positions Aboriginal Peoples and Torres Strait Islander Peoples as the
traditional owners of Country/Place and highlights how native title law recognises Australia’s First Peoples’ rights and interests. This includes the
examination of the sophisticated Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander social organisation systems, protocols, kinship structures, economies and
enterprises.
To study Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander Histories and Cultures students use primary and secondary sources, including oral histories and
traditional, culturally appropriate sources, to see events through multiple perspectives, and to empathise and ethically consider the investigation,
preservation and conservation of sites of significance to Aboriginal Peoples and Torres Strait Islander Peoples.
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Asia and Australia’s Engagement with Asia
In the Humanities and Social Sciences, students can investigate the diversity of cultures, values, beliefs, histories and environments that exists
between and within the countries of the Asia region, and how this diversity influences the way people interact with each other, the places where they
live, and the social, economic, political and cultural systems of the region as a whole. Students can investigate the reasons behind both internal
migration in the Asia region and from Asia to Australia, and so develop understanding of the experiences of the people of Asian heritage who are
now Australian citizens. Students can learn about the shared history and the environmental, social and economic interdependence of Australia and
the Asia region. In a changing globalised world, the nature of interdependence between Asian regions and Australia continues to change. By
exploring the way transnational and intercultural collaboration supports the notion of shared and sustainable futures, students can reflect on how
Australians can participate in the Asia region as active and informed citizens.
Sustainability
The Australian Curriculum: Humanities and Social Sciences helps students develop the ability to question, think critically, solve problems,
communicate effectively, make decisions and adapt to change. Students respond to the challenges of sustainability requiring an understanding of
the key historical, geographical, political, economic and societal factors involved, and how these different factors interrelate. The learning area
provides content that supports the development of students’ world views, particularly in relation to judgements about past social and economic
systems, and access to and use of Earth’s resources. It gives students opportunities to integrate their study of biophysical processes with
investigations of the attitudinal, demographic, social, economic and political influences on human use and management of the environment. The
curriculum prepares students to be informed consumers, to act in enterprising and innovative ways and to perceive business opportunities in
changing local, regional and global economic environments. Students explore contemporary issues of sustainability and develop action plans and
possible solutions to local, national and global issues that have social, economic and environmental perspectives.

Learning areas
The Australian Curriculum: Humanities and Social Sciences provides opportunities to integrate and connect content to other learning areas, in
particular, English, Mathematics, Science and Languages.
Read more
English
Humanities and Social Sciences and English share a focus on analysing, interpreting and evaluating information and texts, considering the ways in
which points of view shape texts. Both learning areas help students to develop written, visual, digital and multimodal texts by selecting text and
language features for a range of purposes and audiences.
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Mathematics
Humanities and Social Sciences and Mathematics share a focus on financial literacy; this includes understanding the principles of financial
management to make informed financial and business decisions. Mathematics draws on aspects of the Humanities and Social Sciences curriculum
to provide ethical considerations and rich contexts through which to teach and apply mathematics. Students learn to organise, interpret, analyse and
present information in numerical and graphical form about historical and civic events and developments to make meaning of the past and present.
They learn to use scaled timelines, including those involving negative and positive numbers, and calendars and dates to represent information on
topics of historical significance and to illustrate the passing of time. In constructing and interpreting maps, students work with numerical concepts
associated with grids, scale, distance, area and projections.
Science
Humanities and Social Sciences and Science share a focus on understanding patterns of continuity and change in the world. Humanities and Social
Sciences subjects draw on students’ scientific understandings of Biological and Earth and Space science and provide an opportunity for students to
explore socio-scientific issues through the lens of Science as a Human Endeavour. The two learning areas also share a focus on developing
students’ inquiry practices, with a shared focus on questioning and data collection and analysis to form evidence-based conclusions and arguments.
Languages
Humanities and Social Sciences and Languages share the learning contexts that developmentally shape students’ world. In both learning areas
students’ learning begins with perspectives of their personal worlds, then extends beyond the personal to their local communities and then to
national and global contexts and perspectives. In the process of understanding an expanding world view, both learning areas help students to learn
to reflect on the relationship between cultures and identities.
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CIVICS AND CITIZENSHIP 7–10
Rationale
A deep understanding of Australia’s federal system of government and the liberal democratic values that underpin it is essential in enabling students
to become active and informed citizens who can participate in and sustain Australia’s democracy.
The Australian Curriculum: Civics and Citizenship provides students with opportunities to investigate political and legal systems, and explore the
nature of citizenship, diversity and identity in contemporary society. Emphasis is placed on the federal system of government, derived from the
Westminster system, and the liberal democratic values that underpin it, such as freedom, equality and the rule of law. The curriculum explores how
the people, as citizens, choose their governments; how the system safeguards democracy by vesting people with civic rights and responsibilities;
how laws and the legal system protect people’s rights; and how individuals and groups can influence civic life.
The curriculum recognises that Australia is a secular nation with a culturally diverse, multi-faith society and a Christian heritage, and promotes the
development of inclusivity by developing students’ understanding of broader values, such as respect, civility, equity, justice and responsibility. It
acknowledges the experiences and contributions of First Nations Australians and their identities within contemporary Australia. While the curriculum
strongly focuses on the Australian context, students also reflect on Australia’s position and international obligations and the role of citizens today,
both within Australian and in an interconnected world.
Through the study of civics and citizenship, students can develop skills of inquiry, values and dispositions that enable them to be active and
informed citizens; to question, understand and contribute to the world in which they live. The curriculum also offers opportunities for students to
develop a wide range of skills including investigating contemporary civics and citizenship issues and fostering civic participation and engagement.
The Civics and Citizenship curriculum aims to reinforce students’ appreciation and understanding of what it means to be a citizen. It explores ways
in which students can actively shape their lives, value their belonging in a diverse and dynamic society, foster responsible participation in Australia’s
democracy and positively contribute locally, nationally, regionally and globally. As reflective, active and informed decision-makers, students will be
well placed to contribute to an evolving and healthy democracy that fosters the wellbeing of Australia as a democratic nation.

Aims
The Australian Curriculum: Civics and Citizenship aims to ensure students develop:
•

a lifelong sense of belonging to and engagement with civic life as an active and informed citizen in the context of Australia as a secular
democratic nation with a dynamic, culturally diverse, multi-faith society
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•
•
•

knowledge, understanding and appreciation of the values, principles, institutions and practices of Australia’s system of democratic
government and law, and the role of the citizen in Australian government and society
skills, including asking questions, investigating contemporary issues, participating in civic processes and engagement and evaluating
Australian political and legal institutions
the capacities and dispositions to participate responsibly in the civic life of their nation at a local, regional and global level and as individuals
in a globalised world.

Organisation of the learning area
Content structure
The Australian Curriculum: Civics and Citizenship is presented in year levels for knowledge and understanding and bands for skills from Year 7 to
Year 10.

Year level descriptions
Year level descriptions provide an overview of the learning that students should experience at each year level. Each year level includes example
inquiry questions that provide a framework for developing students’ civics and citizenship knowledge, understanding and skills.

Achievement standards
Achievement standards describe the expected quality of learning that students should typically demonstrate by the end of each year.

Content descriptions
Content descriptions specify the essential knowledge, understanding and skills that students are expected to learn, and teachers are expected to
teach, in each year. In Civics and Citizenship, the knowledge and understanding content descriptions are presented in year levels and the skills are
presented in bands. The content descriptions are organised into strands and sub-strands.

Content elaborations
Content elaborations provide teachers with suggestions and illustrations of ways to teach the content descriptions. They are optional material only;
they are not a set of complete or comprehensive content points that all students need to be taught. They illustrate and exemplify content
descriptions with a diverse range of examples.

Australian Curriculum: Humanities and Social Sciences (HASS): Civics and Citizenship – All elements 7–10
Consultation curriculum
© ACARA 2021

15

Strands and sub-strands
The Years 7–10 Australian Curriculum: Civics and Citizenship is organised into two interrelated strands:
•

Civics and Citizenship knowledge and understanding

•

Civics and Citizenship skills.

Under each strand, curriculum content is further organised into sub-strands.
The two strands are interrelated and should be programmed and taught in an integrated way. The content descriptions of the two strands have been
written so that at each year this integration is possible. The Civics and Citizenship knowledge and understanding strand provides the contexts
through which Civics and Citizenship skills, and understandings of the core concepts, are developed in increasing complexity across Years 7 to 10.
It is expected that all sub-strands are studied in each year level in Years 7 and 8 and if taught in Years 9 and 10. The sub-strands can be taught
separately or together through the exploration of a contemporary issue.
Civics and Citizenship knowledge and understanding strand
The Civics and Citizenship knowledge and understanding strand comprises three sub-strands at each year level:
•

Government and democracy – involves a study of Australian democracy and the key institutions, processes and roles that people play in
Australia’s system of government.

•

Laws and citizens – examines Australia’s legal system, the creation of laws and the rights and legal obligations of Australian citizens.

•

Citizenship, diversity and identity – explores the shared values of Australian citizenship, the diversity of Australia as a culturally diverse
and multi-faith society, what shapes identity and obligations as citizens in a globalised world.

Civics and Citizenship skills strand
The Civics and Citizenship skills strand focuses on the skills of asking questions about civics and citizenship, investigating contemporary civics and
citizenship issues, fostering civic participation and engagement, evaluating political and legal institutions, and communicating. These make up the
sub-strands:
•

Asking questions about civics and citizenship – Identifying, selecting and using a range of different kinds of questions to investigate the
contemporary society in which we live.
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•

Investigating contemporary civics and citizenship issues – Investigating contemporary political, legal and citizenship, diversity and
identity topics and issues by gathering, interpreting, analysing and evaluating information, data, perspectives and ideas from a range of
sources.

•

Participating in civic processes – Participating in civic processes by identifying ways to participate actively and responsibly in our
democratic society.

•

Evaluating political and legal institutions – Evaluating how Australian political and legal institutions enhance and foster democratic values
and civic participation.

•

Communicating – Presenting and communicating ideas, viewpoints and arguments based on evidence about civics and citizenship topics
and on the outcomes of civic action, participation and engagement.

Core concepts
Core concepts are the big ideas, understandings, skills or processes that are central to the Humanities and Social Sciences curriculum. They give
clarity and direction about what content matters most in the learning area. In the curriculum development process, core concepts help identify the
essential content students should learn to develop a deep and increasingly sophisticated understanding of Humanities and Social Sciences across
the years of schooling. They ensure content is connected within and across the strands, building in sophistication across the year levels.
The core concepts for Civics and Citizenship are:
•

Active citizenship – Citizens are entitled to certain privileges and responsibilities, therefore, being an active citizen requires engagement
and informed participation in the civic and political activities of society at local, state, national, regional and global levels.

•

Democracy – A system of government where power is vested in the people, who may exercise it directly or through elected representatives,
and who may remove and replace their political leaders and government in free and fair regular elections.

•

Global citizenship – Recognition that we live in an increasingly interdependent world, where citizens’ identity transcends geography or
political borders, and people have rights and responsibilities at a global level.

•

Legal systems – The laws, processes for making those laws, and judicial systems that ensure laws are followed and enforced by members
of countries or communities.
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•

Identity and diversity – A person’s sense of who they are, and conception and expression of their individuality or association with a group
culture or to a state or nation, a region or the world regardless of one's citizenship status, and acknowledgement of diversity within
communities.

See Figure 2.

Figure 2: Core concepts for Civics and Citizenship
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CURRICULUM ELEMENTS
Year 7
Year level description
The Year 7 curriculum provides a study of the key features of democracy and Australia’s system of government and explores how this system aims to protect all
Australians. Students examine the Australian Constitution and how its features, principles and values shape Australia’s democracy. They examine the rights,
responsibilities and freedoms of citizens and how Australians can actively participate in their democracy. They look at how the rights of individuals are protected
through the legal system, which aims to provide justice. Students also explore how Australia’s secular system of government supports a diverse society with
shared values that promote cohesion.
Inquiry questions
The example inquiry questions can be used or adapted to focus the development of students' civics and citizenship knowledge, understandings and skills.
•

How is Australia’s system of democratic government shaped by the Constitution?

•

What principles of justice help to protect the individual’s rights to justice in Australia’s system of law?

•

How do features of Australian democracy and legal system uphold and enact democratic values?

•

How is Australia a diverse society and what factors contribute to a cohesive society?

Achievement standard
By the end of Year 7, students describe the key features of Australian democracy, legal systems and characteristics of active citizenship. They explain how
these features and characteristics uphold and enact democratic values, and how they enable active participation. Students identify the diverse belief systems in
Australian society and identify the importance of shared values in promoting a cohesive society.
Students identify a range of questions to investigate data, information and ideas related to contemporary issues. They analyse a range of sources and identify
different perspectives and points of view and identify reasons for differences. Students explain democratic processes, actions and strategies in response to a
contemporary issue. They create a plan to take action and identify how active citizenship may contribute to change. Students communicate an explanation and
present arguments on a contemporary issue using democratic, legal and citizenship concepts and relevant evidence.
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Government and democracy

Knowledge and understanding

Strand /
Sub-strand

Content description

Elaboration

Students learn about:

This may involve students:

the key features of
Australian democracy
and government,
including the Australian
Constitution, responsible
parliamentary
government and
federalism
(AC9HC7K01)

describing Australia’s system of responsible and representative government set out in the Australian
Constitution, with a focus on the roles of the Governor-General, the Senate and the House of
Representatives, the Prime Minister and Cabinet, the Opposition and the members of parliament
(AC9HC7K01_E1)
explaining the origins of Australian system of government in the Westminster and Washington systems
(AC9HC7K01_E2)
exploring key democratic concepts including popular sovereignty, representation, accountability and a partial
separation of powers through the election of members of a legislative branch who answer to the people and
from whom the executive branch is drawn (AC9HC7K01_E3)
investigating Australia as a federation with a division of powers and responsibilities between Commonwealth
and state and territory governments (AC9HC7K01_E4)
discussing the significance of the concept of the equality of all people especially for First Nations People of
Australia and calls for the establishment of ‘First Nations Voice’ to be enshrined in constitution
(AC9HC7K01_E5)

the characteristics of
active citizenship and
the freedoms that enable
participation in
democracy within the
bounds of law, including
freedom of speech,
association, assembly,
religion and movement
(AC9HC7K02)

defining the characteristics of formal citizenship and the attributes of active citizenship in democracy, and
identifying who has been included and excluded from the rights and freedoms of citizenship in Australia,
particularly in relation to First Nations Peoples of Australia (AC9HC7K02_E1)
identifying how citizens can participate in a representative democracy, such as engagement in community
organisations, citizens assembly. volunteering, social enterprise and collaborative problem-solving
(AC9HC7K02_E2)
comparing the effectiveness of different ways of influencing political decision-making in Australia’s democracy,
including voting, standing for parliament, contributing to committees of inquiry, organising petitions or social
media campaigns and protesting (AC9HC7K02_E3)
investigating the ability of all Australians to participate in and influence political decision-making
(AC9HC7K02_E4)
explaining how democratic freedoms, such as freedom of speech or assembly, support active participation in
Australia’s democracy and investigating cases where the ‘bounds of law’ can limit these freedoms and why
this occurs (for example, in a pandemic) (AC9HC7K02_E5)
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Citizenship, diversity
and identity

Laws and citizens

examining the active citizenship of First Nations Australians and their ongoing contributions to the rights and
freedoms of Aboriginal peoples and Torres Strait Islander peoples, such as Adam Goodes, Murundoo Yanner,
Noel Pearson, Evelyn Scott, Faith Bandler, and Pat" O'Shane (AC9HC7K02_E6)
the key principles and
features of the
Australian legal system,
including under the
Australian Constitution
and courts system
(AC9HC7K03)

exploring the origins of Australia’s legal system, including British Common law, the Magna Carta, an
independent judiciary and the Court hierarchies, both Federal and state or territory (AC9HC7K03_E1)

how Australia’s legal
system aims to provide
justice, including through
the rule of law,
presumption of
innocence, burden of
proof, right to a fair trial
and the legal
representation of the
accused (AC9HC7K04)

asking questions about equality, justice and fairness through case study analysis (AC9HC7K04_E1)

how Australia is a
culturally diverse, multifaith, secular and
pluralistic society with
diverse communities,
such as the distinct
communities of First
Nations Australians
(AC9HC7K05)

defining the terms ‘secular’, ‘multi-faith’, ‘diverse society’ and ‘pluralistic’ and discussing their relevance to
Australia today (AC9HC7K05_E1)

understanding the key characteristics of the principles of justice, fairness, equality, the rule of law and the
importance of equal access to the protections provided by the law (AC9HC7K03_E2).
making connections between a fair and just legal system and democratic principles (AC9HC7K03_E3)

discussing the elements of a ‘fair trial’, including citizens’ roles as witnesses and jurors, legal representation of
the accused and due process (AC9HC7K04_E2)
exploring how Australians can receive access to justice and can apply for legal representation, such as
through legal aid (AC9HC7K04_E3)
discussing the meaning and importance of the of the presumption of innocence and burden of proof
(AC9HC7K04_E4)

identifying trends regarding religious observance in Australian society using the Australian Bureau of Statistics
and other data sources (AC9HC7K05_E2)
exploring the diversity of spiritualities among First Nations Australian communities from traditional spirituality
to the adoption of other religions such as Christianity and Islam (AC9HC7K05_E3)
appreciating the cultural and historical foundations of Australia's Christian heritage and their impact on
Australian political and legal systems (AC9HC7K05_E4)
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how values can promote
cohesion within
Australian society,
including democracy,
freedom, respect,
inclusion, civility,
responsibility,
compassion, equality,
justice and a ‘fair go’
(AC9HC7K06)

identifying shared values across the diverse communities within Australia (AC9HC7K06_E1)
evaluating the extent to which these can promote cohesion and reconciliation in Australia’s society
(AC9HC7K06_E2)
identifying Christian traditions and values that have influenced the development of Australian society,
democracy and law, including the positive and negative impacts upon First Nations Australian communities
and other groups within Australian society (AC9HC7K06_E3)
identifying the values and beliefs of religions practised in contemporary Australia (for example, Judaism,
Buddhism, Islam, Hinduism) (AC9HC7K06_E4)
examining values and traditions in contributing to personal and national identity (AC9HC7K06_E5)
evaluating the extent to which Australian values, including democracy, freedom, respect, inclusion, civility,
responsibility, compassion, equality, justice and a ‘fair go’ are consistent with human rights and reflected in
Australian society (AC9HC7K06_E6)

Investigating
contemporary civics
and citizenship
issues

Skills

Asking questions
about civics and
citizenship

Strand /
Sub-strand

Content description

Elaboration

Students learn to:

This may involve students:

develop a range of
questions to investigate
Australian democracy,
political and legal
systems, and
contemporary issues
(AC9HC8S01)

distinguishing between closed and open-ended questions (AC9HC8S01_E1)

identify and analyse
data, information and
ideas from a range of
sources in relation to
contemporary issues
(AC9HC8S02)

locating a range of sources of information such as articles, graphs, charts and statistics, to map diversity in
Australian society, both cultural and social (AC9HC8S02_E1)

identify shared and
different perspectives,

identifying and explaining a range of different perspectives on a contemporary citizenship issue, such as the
right to protest (AC9HC8S03_E1)

developing a key or over-arching question, (for example, ‘How does the law protect all individuals?’, ‘Why do
we value democracy?’) (AC9HC8S01_E2)
formulating sub-questions that unpack an over-arching question (AC9HC8S01_E3)

sorting and filtering information on the basis of similarity and relevance (AC9HC8S02_E2)
identifying key findings from a range of sources, such as reports into Australia’s legal system
(AC9HC8S02_E3)
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Participating in civic processes
Evaluating political and
legal institutions

beliefs and points of
view on contemporary
issues and suggest
reasons for these
differences
(AC9HC8S03)

considering alternative perspectives and worldviews, such as those of First Nations Australians’ customary
law or truth-telling, or different religious views (AC9HC8S03_E2)

use democratic
processes to reach
consensus on a
contemporary issue and
design a plan for taking
action (AC9HC8S04)

participating in a simulation to achieve consensus on an issue of common concern to the class (for example, a
mock court case or parliamentary committee) (AC9HC8S04_E1)

identify and evaluate the
methods and actions of
active and informed
citizenship and how
these contribute to
change in local, national,
regional and/or global
communities
(AC9HC8S05)

reflecting on the core responsibilities and rights of active citizenship (AC9HC8S05_E1)

explain how democratic,
political and legal
systems uphold and
enact values and
processes, and how
Australian citizens use
these to contribute to
their local, state/territory
or national community
(AC9HC8S06)

explaining how Australia’s democracy is built upon core democratic principles, processes and institutions,
such as respect for universal human rights and the rule of law (AC9HC8S06_E1)

recognising assumptions in their own and other people’s thinking when mediating differences
(AC9HC8S03_E3)

working in groups to identify and evaluate the options before deciding on a choice or any course of action (for
example, to influence change relating to a current event or issue) (AC9HC8S04_E2)

identifying the range of strategies used by citizens and groups to achieve democratic and just outcomes, such
as social media campaigns, letters and petitions, participating in mediation or tribunals, or taking direct action
(AC9HC8S05_E2)

identifying individuals and groups who have contributed to the local community and explain how they have
contributed to change and the methods and actions used to make change (AC9HC8S06_E2)
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Communicating

use a range of
communication forms to
develop an explanation
of a civics and
citizenship issue using
evidence, including a
range of perspectives
and ideas (AC9HC8S07)

demonstrating the ability to present a point of view on a civics and citizenship issue in a sustained, clear and
evidence-based way that correctly uses appropriate terminology (AC9HC8S07_E1)
recognising their own emotional reactions when interacting with people who are different from them
(AC9HC8S07_E2)
raising awareness of different perspectives (for example, about sustainability challenges) (AC9HC8S07_E3)
using a variety of formats (oral, print-based or digital) to persuade a specific audience of a need for action (for
example, to argue the case for a constitutional change or an advertisement promoting participation in
Australia’s democracy) (AC9HC8S07_E4)
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Year 8
Year level description
The Year 8 curriculum builds students’ understanding of how citizens can actively participate in Australia’s political system, the role and impact of elections, and
the ways political parties, interest groups, media and individuals influence government and decision-making processes. Students consider how laws are made
and the types of laws used in Australia. Students also examine what it means to be Australian by identifying the reasons for and influences that shape national
identity and how this contributes to active citizenship.
Inquiry questions
The example inquiry questions can be used or adapted to focus the development of students’ civics and citizenship knowledge, understandings and skills.
•

What is the role and impact of elections and political parties in Australian democracy?

•

How can citizens shape and influence Australia’s political system?

•

How are laws made and applied in Australia?

•

What different perspectives are there about national identity?

Achievement standard
By the end of Year 8, students explain how Australians can participate in democracy, and the role and impact of political parties and elections. They describe
the types and characteristics of laws and explain how laws are made in Australia. Students analyse issues about national identity and the factors that contribute
to people’s sense of belonging. They identify how these influence and contribute to active citizenship.
Students develop different types of questions to investigate data, information and ideas related to contemporary issues. They analyse a range of sources and
analyse different perspectives and points of view and explain reasons for differences. Students explain their processes and actions and refine strategies to
negotiate and mediate differences. They explain their role as active citizens and describe how it may contribute to change. Students communicate an
explanation and present reasoned arguments on a contemporary issue using democratic, legal and citizenship concepts and relevant evidence.
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Government and democracy

Knowledge and understanding

Strand /
Sub-strand

Content description

Elaboration

Students learn about:

This may involve students:

how Australian citizens
can participate in
democracy, including
voting in elections,
contact with their elected
representatives, joining
political parties and
standing as an
independent, use of
lobby groups and direct
action (AC9HC8K01)

reflecting on issues of concern to young people in Australia today and investigating different ways of
addressing these issues (AC9HC8K01_E1)

the role of political
parties and independent
representatives in
Australian democracy,
including elections and
the formation of
governments
(AC9HC8K02)

examining the structure and composition of current parliaments, both federal and state or territory
(AC9HC8K02_E1)

how citizens’
understanding of issues,
policies and political
choices are shaped and
can contribute to active
and informed citizenship,
including the influence of
the media and social
media, political parties,
interest groups and

examining a range of strategies used to influence citizens’ electoral choices such as public debate, media and
social media, opinion polls and political consulting firms, advertising, interest groups and political party
campaigns (AC9HC8K03_E1)

analysing case studies of citizen participation in democratic processes such as the Uluru Statement from the
Heart (AC9HC8K01_E2)
collaborating with their peers to address an issue of concern (AC9HC8K01_E3)

evaluating different voting systems such as preferential and proportional representation (AC9HC8K02_E2)
understanding how government is formed and may be lost through discussing concepts such as
parliamentary majority, the opposition, hung parliament, minority government, party discipline and balance of
power (AC9HC8K02_E3)
developing a range of questions about the roles of political parties and elected representatives, including
independents (AC9HC8K02_E4)

evaluating the extent to which these influences enhance or undermine democracy (AC9HC8K03_E2)
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Citizenship,
diversity and
identity

Laws and citizens

election campaigns
(AC9HC8K03)
the characteristics of
laws and how laws are
made in the Australian
legal system through
parliaments (statutory
law) and through the
courts (common law)
(AC9HC8K04)

exploring the characteristics of laws, such as reflecting society’s values, being enforceable, being known,
clear and understood, and being relatively stable (AC9HC8K04_E1)

the types of
contemporary law in
Australia, including
criminal law and civil law,
and the positioning of
First Nations Australian
customary law and
opportunities and
limitations of Native Title
law (AC9HC8K05)

explaining the fundamental difference between criminal law and civil law and their role in the protection of
rights and freedoms (AC9HC8K05_E1)

how groups express their
particular identities,
including national
identity; and how this
influences active
citizenship, belonging

asking questions about the meaning of ‘national identity’ and its role and significance in a globalised world
(AC9HC8K06_E1)

questioning whether laws are affected by different cultural or social perspectives, such as those of First
Nations People of Australia (AC9HC8K04_E2)
identifying the two chief sources of law (parliament and the Courts) and analysing a case study of each type
(statute and common law) (AC9HC8K04_E3)
examining the relationship between parliament and the courts (AC9HC8K04_E4)

examining the significance of customary law for First Nations People of Australia through selected case
studies (AC9HC8K05_E2)

exploring the collective identities of a number of different groups in Australia’s multicultural society, including
First Nations People of Australia, and how these identities might be represented and perceived
(AC9HC8K06_E2)
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Asking questions about
civics and citizenship

Skills

Strand /
Sub-strand

and perceptions of their
citizenship, including
First Nations Peoples of
Australia, religious,
cultural and/or
community groups
(AC9HC8K06)

examining how contested notions of identity might impact on citizenship (AC9HC8K06_E3)

different experiences,
perspectives and
debates about
Australia’s national
identity, citizenship, and
recognition of diversity
particularly First Nations
Australians’ identities as
owners of their
respective nations
(AC9HC8K07)

analysing different representations of Australian identity, historically and currently (AC9HC8K07_E1)

Content description

Elaboration

Students learn to:

This may involve students:

develop a range of
questions to investigate
Australian democracy,
political and legal
systems, and
contemporary issues
(AC9HC8S01)

using a taxonomy of lower-order to higher-order thinking skills to generate a range of both closed and openended questions about a particular topic or issue (for example, ‘What does democracy look like?’ (describing),
‘Where do our laws come from?’(understanding/ explaining), ‘What is the relationship between democracy
and active citizenship?’ (analysing/linking) (AC9HC8S01_E4)

investigating the factors shaping those representations, such as place, immigration, attitudes to Asia and
standard of living (AC9HC8K07_E2)
evaluating some current debates about Australia’s identity, such as the date of Australia Day, the design of
the flag, the Uluru Statement, Reconciliation and truth-telling, the call for a treaty between First Nations
People of Australia and the Australian Government, an Australian way of life and Australian values
(AC9HC8K07_E3)

considering current events to generate ideas for research (AC9HC8S01_E5)
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Investigating contemporary civics and
citizenship issues
Participating in civic processes

identify and analyse
data, information and
ideas from a range of
sources in relation to
contemporary issues
(AC9HC8S02)

interpreting data from a range of sources, such as an article, news report or social media site about an issue
of citizenship (AC9HC8S02_E4)
understanding the concept of reliability of sources (AC9HC8S02_E5)
identifying bias, language choices and selective use of information (for example, in a debate about a
suggested constitutional or legal change) and assessing the impacts of that (AC9HC8S02_E6)
evaluating data from a source(s) to draw conclusions about a current event or issue, such as the debate
about Australia’s national identity (AC9HC8S02_E7)

identify shared and
different perspectives,
beliefs and points of view
on contemporary issues
and suggest reasons for
these difference
(AC9HC8S03)

identifying and explaining possible reasons for the different perspectives about a civics and citizenship issue,
such as marriage equality (AC9HC8S03_E4)

use democratic
processes to reach
consensus on a
contemporary issue and
design a plan for taking
action (AC9HC8S04)

developing a plan of action that incorporates a consultation process to ensure a range of views are heard and
recorded, and people are provided with opportunities to respond (AC9HC8S04_E3)

identify and evaluate the
methods and actions of
active and informed
citizenship and how this
contributes to positive
change and a cohesive
society in local, national,
regional and/or global
communities
(AC9HC8S05)

explaining the possible rationale for the use of methods involved in active citizenship (AC9HC8S05_E3)

identifying where there is a common understanding or points of agreement in a discussion as a basis for
resolving a conflict or differences (AC9HC8S03_E5)
using culturally inclusive language and behaviours during class discussions and meetings (AC9HC8S03_E6)

identifying, describing and explaining the links between democratic societies and active citizenship, nationally,
regionally and globally (for example, the courage of citizens who protest against militaristic and authoritarian
regimes and/or abuses of human rights in various Asian societies) (AC9HC8S05_E4)
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analysing how Australia’s legal and political systems promote a fair and cohesive society (AC9HC8S06_E3)

Evaluating political and
legal institutions

explain how democratic,
political and legal
systems uphold and
enact values and
processes, and how
Australian citizens use
these to contribute to
their local, state/territory
or national community
(AC9HC8S06)

Communicating

use a range of
communication forms to
develop an explanation
of a civics and
citizenship issue using
evidence, including a
range of perspectives
and ideas (AC9HC8S07)

making decisions about the most effective to persuade a specific audience on a contemporary issue or about
a need for action (for example, to argue the case for a constitutional change or an advertisement promoting
participation in Australia’s democracy) (AC9HC8S07_E5)
considering how personal experiences and circumstances influence their identity as a citizen and how they
relate to others (AC9HC8S07_E6)
considering the factors that shape the way they meet their responsibilities as a citizen (for example, where
they live) (AC9HC8S07_E7)
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Year 9
Year level description
The Year 9 curriculum builds students’ understanding of Australia’s political system and how it enables change. Students investigate the features and principles
of Australia’s court system, including its role in applying and interpreting Australian law. They also examine global connectedness and how this is shaping
contemporary Australian society.
Inquiry questions
The example inquiry questions can be used or adapted to focus the development of students’ civics and citizenship knowledge, understandings and skills.
•

What are the influences that shape change in the operation of Australia's political and legal system?

•

How does Australia's court system work in support of a democratic and just society?

•

How do citizens participate in an interconnected world?

Achievement standard
By the end of Year 9, students analyse the role of the Australian Constitution on political and legal institutions and explain the process and reasons for
constitutional change. They analyse the legislative process in relation to a contemporary issue. Students explain the key principles of Australia’s system of
justice and analyse the role of Australia’s court system. They explain the characteristics, ideas and experiences of global citizenship and how individuals and
groups participate and contribute to civic life.
Students develop and refine questions to investigate a contemporary issue. They analyse data, information, ideas and perspectives from a range of sources.
They compare and analyse perspectives and account for different points of view. When planning for action, students take into account multiple perspectives,
use democratic processes and negotiate solutions to an issue. They analyse ways they can be active and informed citizens in different contexts. Students
communicate an evidence-based argument on a contemporary issue using democratic, legal and citizenship concepts and relevant evidence.
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Government and democracy
Laws and citizens

Knowledge and understanding

Strand /
Sub-strand

Content description

Elaboration

Students learn about:

This may involve students:

the role of the Australian
Constitution in shaping
government institutions
and enabling democratic
processes, including the
process for constitutional
change through a
referendum
(AC9HC9K01)

understanding the aims of the founding fathers prior to Federation in writing the Australian Constitution,
including the need for compromise (AC9HC9K01_E1)
describing the process by which referendums to change the Australian Constitution are initiated and decided
and discussing the advantages and disadvantages of having a Constitution that can only be amended by
referendum (AC9HC9K01_E2)
investigating the extent to which the Constitution upholds and enables democratic institutions and processes,
including a constitutional monarchy, a federal parliamentary system with elected legislatures, protection of
states’ rights and individual rights and representation of the interests of all Australians, including First Nations
People of Australia (AC9HC9K01_E3)
analysing the effectiveness of the process of constitutional change and the degree to which it supports
popular sovereignty through examining selected referendum proposals (for example, the successful vote on
the Constitution Alteration (Aboriginals) 1967 or the unsuccessful vote on the Constitution Alteration
(Establishment of Republic) 1999) (AC9HC9K01_E4)

the process through
which federal
government policy is
shaped, developed and
implemented
(AC9HC9K02)

locating the areas of federal government responsibility as outlined in the Constitution and methods for
resolving conflicts over federal/state/territory responsibilities (AC9HC9K02_E1)

the key features and
jurisdictions of
Australia’s court system
and how courts and
tribunals apply and
interpret the law, resolve
disputes and make laws
through judgments
(AC9HC9K03)

using digital technology to create a visual representation of the Australian court system, each court’s
jurisdiction and place in the relevant hierarchy, with examples of some high-profile cases (AC9HC9K03_E1)

charting the process of development of a policy from initial idea to enacted legislation (AC9HC9K02_E2)
using a specific federal policy to understand and analyse the influences on policy formulation and
implementation such as political parties, interest groups, citizens, international influences and the public
service (AC9HC02_E3)

using sample cases to investigate the chief differences between civil and criminal law and how the courts
apply and interpret criminal laws and resolve civil disputes (AC9HC9K03_E2)
exploring how court judgements impact on the development of law (for example, the role of statutory
interpretation and the creation of precedent) (AC9HC9K03_E3)
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Citizenship, diversity and
identity

the role of courts,
judges, lawyers and
juries in trials, and the
rights of an accused and
the rights of victims
(AC9HC9K04)

investigating the roles of judges, lawyers, court officials and juries in criminal trials (AC9HC9K04_E1)

the effectiveness of the
Australian justice system
in achieving equality of
access, equity of
outcomes, procedural
fairness, the right to
appeal, and remedies for
injustices, particularly for
First Nations
Australians.
(AC9HC9K05)

investigating barriers to equality of access to justice, such as education and literacy, location and proximity to
legal avenues, financial constraints, ability, gender, race or ethnicity, especially for First Nations Australians
(AC9HC9K05_E1)

how and why individuals
and groups, including
community, religious and
cultural groups,
participate in and
contribute to civic life in
Australia and to global
citizenship
(AC9HC9K06)

researching the work of an Australian non-government organisation (NGO), philanthropist, community group
or religious group and how and why they contribute to the Australian community (AC9HC9K06_E1)

the influence of a range
of media, including
social media, in shaping

analysing how media represent different groups in Australian society, such as male and female sporting
figures, immigrant groups or Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander Peoples, and assessing the impact those
representations have on community cohesiveness (AC9HC9K07_E1)

linking these roles to the achievement of principles of justice, such as fairness, equality and access
(AC9HC9K04_E2)
comparing the rights of the accused with the rights of victims (AC9HC9K04_E3)

understanding the role of the police, including state and federal police, in enabling equal access to justice and
equal treatment under the law (the rule of law) (AC9HC9K05_E2)
understanding the purpose of civil remedies and the rights of appeal in both criminal and civil cases and
evaluating whether they are applied equally and deliver just outcomes (AC9HC9K05_E3)

researching examples of young people who are acting as global citizens, such as Greta Thunberg, Australia’s
Amelia Telford or Bassam Maaliki, or UNICEF Australia’s Young Ambassadors (AC9HC9K06_E2)
collaborating with peers to plan a citizenship campaign (AC9HC9K06_E3)
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identity and attitudes to
diversity, citizenship and
global citizenship,
particularly in relation to
culturally diverse groups
(AC9HC9K07)

investigating a human rights campaign that uses social media and how members of the public have engaged
in the issue (AC9HC9K07_E2)

how characteristics,
ideas and experiences
of global citizenship,
global connectedness
and mobility influence
Australian identity,
citizenship and actions
(AC9HC9K08)

asking questions about the concept of ‘global citizenship’ (AC9HC9K08_E1)
identifying and discussing examples of global citizenship in action, such as participating in social media
campaigns or advocating for rights of refugees, specific climate change action or for the rights of First Nations
Australians to be safeguarded (AC9HC9K08_E2)
explaining why citizenship, whether national or global, entails both rights and responsibilities
(AC9HC9K08_E3)
examining forms of global connectedness such as digital technology, arts, trade, language learning,
employment, travel and immigration (AC9HC9K08_E4)
identifying ways that global connectedness influences attitudes towards personal identity, Australian identity
and acting as citizens of Australia and the world (AC9HC9K08_E5)

Asking questions
about civics and
citizenship

Skills

Strand /
Sub-strand

Content description

Elaboration

Students learn to:

This may involve students:

develop, select, use and
evaluate a range of
questions to investigate
democracy, political and
legal systems, and/or a
contemporary issue
(AC9HC10S01)

developing over-arching (big) questions about Australia’s political and legal systems, such as ‘Is Australia’s
government democratic?’ or ‘Does Australia’s legal system deliver justice?’ (AC9HC10S01_E1)
selecting the questions most likely to provide evidence-based answers or expert opinion (AC9HC10S01_E2)
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Investigating contemporary civics and
citizenship issues
Participating in civic processes

select, classify and
analyse data,
information and ideas
from a range of sources
and evaluate their
reliability and usefulness
(AC9HC10S02)

using a range of data such as statistics, graphs, tables, maps, articles, blogs and advertisements to locate,
categorise and reference information about an issue (for example, the development of water policy in the
Murray–Darling Basin or the question of First Nations Australians’ rights in Australia and globally)
(AC9HC10S02_E1)

evaluate different
perspectives, beliefs,
interpretations and
points of view on
contemporary issues
and explain reasons for
these differences
(AC9HC10S03)

investigating calls for constitutional recognition for First Nations People of Australia, First Nations Voice and
Makarrata (AC9HC10S03_E1)

use democratic decisionmaking processes that
consider multiple
perspectives to reach
consensus on a civic
issue and develop a plan
of action (AC9HC10S04)

identifying a contemporary citizenship issue and discussing differing perspectives on its significance (for
example, the inequality of women in political life) (AC9HC10S04_E1)

identifying why some information has greater accuracy and reliability than other information
(AC9HC10S02_E2)

identifying the values, motivations and contexts that underpin different interpretations about civics and
citizenship topics and issues (AC9HC10S03_E2)

evaluating the strengths and weaknesses of each possible solution/strategy to achieve the desired outcome
(AC9HC10S04_E2)
developing a plan of action using digital technologies that incorporates democratic decision-making processes
and takes into account challenges, opportunities, risks and strategies to respond to a civics and citizenship
issue (AC9HC10S04_E3)
recognising that common issues may need to be seen through diverse cultural lenses (AC9HC10S04_E4)
using skills associated with the negotiation process (for example, stating your position clearly, active listening
(seeking to understand other views), applying reason and logic, identifying and building on common ground,
isolating areas of difficulty, recording agreement) (AC9HC10S04_E5)
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Evaluating political and legal institutions

evaluate how active and
global citizenship can
contribute to a
democratic society
through informed and
responsible action and
to make change
(AC9HC10S05)

evaluating the outcomes of an issues or action plan for intended and unintended effects and identifying where
further consultation maybe required (AC9HC10S05_E1)

evaluate the
effectiveness of
Australian and global
political institutions and
legal systems and
processes in upholding
democratic values, the
rule of law, protecting
human rights and
freedoms and achieving
social cohesion
(AC9HC10S06)

constructing tables of strengths and weaknesses of Australia’s political institutions, such as the
Commonwealth Parliament or the Court system (AC9HC10S06_E1)

evaluate Australian and
global responses and
outcomes to
contemporary issues
and challenges
(AC9HC10S07)

evaluating how the Australian government responds to an issue and analysing the process of policy
development and implementation (AC9HC10S06_E1)

developing points of view supported by evidence and argument (AC9HC10S06_E2)

evaluating the media’s representations of contemporary issues and government responses to them
(AC9HC10S06_E2)
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Communicating

use a range of
communication forms to
respond to a civics and
citizenship issue, using
evidence and
perspectives, articulating
viewpoints, ideas and
reasons for active
citizenship and global
citizenship
(AC9HC10S08)

using a variety of formats (oral, print-based or digital) to respond to a civics and citizenship issue or theme,
using evidence and argument (AC9HC10S08_E1)
identifying and analysing a range of perspectives, ideas and reasons for active citizenship and global
citizenship (AC9HC10S08_E2)
considering and identifying the qualities of a citizen in a contemporary, successful democracy
(AC9HC10S08_E3)
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Year 10
Year level description
The Year 10 curriculum develops students’ understanding of Australia’s system of government through comparison with another system of government in the
Asia-Pacific region. Students examine Australia’s roles and responsibilities within the international context, such as its involvement with the United Nations, and
responses to global issues. Students also study the purpose and work of the High Court. They examine how rights are protected in Australia and investigate the
values and practices that enable a democratic society to be sustained. Students reflect on the rights, privileges and responsibilities as active and global citizens.
Inquiry questions
The example inquiry questions can be used or adapted to focus the development of students’ civics and citizenship knowledge, understandings and skills.
•

How is Australia’s democracy defined and shaped by the global context?

•

How are government policies shaped by Australia’s international legal obligations?

•

What are the features of a resilient democracy?

•

How does Australia respond to emerging global issues?

Achievement standard
By the end of Year 10, students compare and evaluate the key features and values of systems of government. Students analyse the Australian Government’s
global roles and responsibilities and the impact of global interconnectedness. They analyse the role of the High Court and explain how Australia’s international
legal obligations influence law and government policy. They analyse the challenges and ways to sustaining a resilient democracy, and a cohesive society in
Australia and in our region or globally.
Students evaluate a range of questions to investigate a contemporary issue. They analyse data, information, ideas and perspectives from a range of sources for
reliability and usefulness. Students evaluate different perspectives and analyse different points of view. They design a plan for action, taking into account
challenges and opportunities, multiple perspectives and alternative approaches. Students evaluate the effectiveness of democratic processes and strategies
and negotiate solutions to an issue. They evaluate how active and global citizenship can contribute to a democratic and cohesive society. They evaluate ways
they can be active and informed citizens in different contexts. Students communicate an evidence-based argument incorporating different points of view on a
contemporary issue using democratic, legal and citizenship concepts and relevant evidence.

Australian Curriculum: Humanities and Social Sciences (HASS): Civics and Citizenship – All elements 7–10
Consultation curriculum
© ACARA 2021

38

Government and democracy

Knowledge and understanding

Strand /
Sub-strand

Content description

Elaboration

Students learn about:

This may involve students:

the key features and
values of Australia’s
system of government
compared with at least
one other democratic or
non-democratic system
of government in the
Asia-Pacific region
(AC9HC10K01)

comparing the key institutional features of Australia’s political system (for example, free, fair and frequent
elections, the party system, the partial separation of powers, the rule of law and the protection of human rights
and freedoms) with the key features of another system of government in Asia (AC9HC10K01_E1)

the Australian
Government’s role and
responsibilities at a
regional and global level,
for example membership
of intergovernmental
organisations (United
Nations, International
Criminal Court, WTO)
and participation in
multilateral agreements
in order to address
global issues, and the
impact of global
interconnectedness
(AC9HC10K02)

exploring the types of participation that Australia undertakes in the Asia-Pacific region (for example, exchange
programs, peacekeeping, election monitoring, development aid, health programs, disaster management) and
internationally, including participation in the United Nations Security Council (AC9HC10K02_E1)

researching Australia’s political culture (for example, cultural dispossession of the rights of the First Nations
People of Australia, White Australia, egalitarianism, conformism to benevolent government, both monarchism
and republicanism, masculinism and secularism, and the idea of ‘Australian values’) (AC9HC10K01_E2)
exploring and reflecting on the cultural influences shaping the political system of the chosen comparison
country (AC9HC10K01_E3)

analysing the reasons for Australia’s participation in the region and globally through a realist versus
cosmopolitan framework (AC9HC10K02_E2)
investigating Australia’s responsibilities under and commitment to various international treaties, conventions
and agendas, such as the UN Sustainable Development Agenda and the United Nations Framework
Convention on Climate Change (AC9HC10K02_E3)
analysing and evaluating the effectiveness of the Australian government’s response to at least one global
issue, such as human rights, war and conflict, challenges to democracy or climate change (AC9HC10K02_E4)
comparing the responses of other global actors to this global issue (AC9HC10K02_E5)
identifying ways that the forces of global interconnectedness could both exacerbate and enhance the ability to
solve the key issues of our time (AC9HC10K02_E6)
evaluating the impacts of these issues on Australia’s identity, First Nations People of Australia reconciliation,
truth telling and sovereignty, Australian government policies and citizens’ choices to act in the global interest
(AC9HC10K02_E7)
comparing the responses of other global actors to this global issue (AC9HC10K02_E8)
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the role of the parliament
and the High Court of
Australia in protecting
rights under the
Constitution, common
law and through federal
and state laws
(AC9HC10K03)

explaining the role of the High Court in interpreting and applying the law, including contemporary Australian
examples (AC9HC10K03_E1)
exploring the concepts of express and implied rights through High Court cases such as the Stolen
Generations Case (Kruger v the Commonwealth (1997)) and the Vicki Lee Roach Case (Roach v Electoral
Commissioner (2007)) (AC9HC10K03_E2)
investigating how native title property rights were developed through High Court interpretation of common law
and enshrined in statutory law (AC9HC10K03_E3)

Laws and citizens

comparing the effectiveness of a constitutional Bills of Rights, such as the American, with Statutory Bills of
Rights, such as New Zealand’s (AC9HC10K03_E4)
how Australia’s
international legal
obligations shape
Australian law and
government policies,
particularly in relation to
First Nations People of
Australia and the
International Covenant
on Civil and Political
Rights and the issues
related to the application
of these obligations in
the Australian legal
system (AC9HC10K04)

investigating how many of the nine key human rights treaties Australia has signed and ratified and
researching how at least one of these has shaped Australian law or government policy (AC9HC10K04_E1)
explaining how these international conventions and declarations, such as the Declaration on the Rights of
Indigenous Peoples, have shaped Australian government law and policies with regard to First Nations People
of Australia (AC9HC10K04_E2)
analysing Australia’s legal obligations to the environment (for example, under the Paris Agreement (2016), the
World Heritage Convention (1972) and/or to refugees under the Convention Relating to the Status of
Refugees (1951) and its optional protocol (1967)) (AC9HC10K04_E3)
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Citizenship, diversity and
identity
Investigating
contemporary civics
and citizenship issues

Skills

Asking questions
about civics and
citizenship

Strand /
Sub-strand

the challenges to and
ways of sustaining a
resilient democracy, and
a cohesive society in
Australia and/or in our
region or globally
(AC9HC10K05)

identifying the key characteristics of cohesive, democratic societies, such as cooperation, inclusion, respect,
peaceful resolution of conflicts and the importance of an active and informed citizenry (AC9HC10K05_E1)
considering threats to Australian democracy and other democracies, such as the influence of vested interests,
organised crime, corruption and lawlessness (AC9HC10K05_E2)
locating and discussing a range of possible threats to the resilience of democratic societies globally, such as
extreme polarisation of views and a breakdown in social consensus, and the rise of non-democratic forces
such as fascist and extremist groups with no commitment to democratic values and increasing inequality,
which breeds conflict and resentment (AC9HC10K05_E3)
collaborating with peers to identify and implement strategies to safeguard Australia’s democracy into the
future (for example, processes by which individuals and groups resolve differences in Australian communities,
such as negotiation, mediation and reconciliation) (AC9HC10K05_E4)

Content description

Elaboration

Students learn to:

This may involve students:

develop, select, use and
evaluate a range of
questions to investigate
democracy, political and
legal systems, and/or a
contemporary issue
(AC9HC10S01)

developing a range of sub-questions that would flow necessarily from the over-arching question (for example,
‘how equal?’, ‘how representative?’ ‘how accountable’ and ‘how accessible’?) (AC9HC10S01_E3)

select, classify and
analyse data,
information and ideas
from a range of sources
and evaluate their
reliability and usefulness
(AC9HC10S02)

using digital programs, such as Excel, and platforms such as Survey Monkey or polling apps to conduct
surveys and analyse research results (AC9HC10S02_E3)

using the questions to evaluate aspects of democratic political and legal systems or citizenship issues
(AC9HC10S01_E4)

exploring traditional and social media texts for stereotype, over-generalisation and misrepresentation (for
example, how cultural groups such as recent immigrants are represented in the media) (AC9HC10S02_E4)
analysing the impact of both traditional and social media representations on various issues or groups
(AC9HC10S02_E5)
comparing the varying policies of different political groups on an issue, such as climate change or refugees
(AC9HC10S02_E6)
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Participating in civic processes

evaluate different
perspectives, beliefs,
interpretations and
points of view on
contemporary issues
and explain reasons for
these differences
(AC9HC10S03)

developing a role-play on an ethical issue, including the perspectives of various stakeholders (for example, a
hypothetical on genocide or the provision of significant development aid to the Pacific) (AC9HC10S03_E3)

use democratic decisionmaking processes that
consider multiple
perspectives to reach
consensus on a civic
issue and develop a plan
of action (AC9HC10S04)

developing a plan of action based on group consultation to create possible solutions (AC9HC10S04_E6)

evaluating a point of view on the basis of evidence and argument, that includes a rebuttal of an alternative
point of view (for example, about Australia’s commitment to its international legal obligations)
(AC9HC10S03_E4)

devising a fallback position (Plan B) (AC9HC10S04_E7)
considering the most appropriate democratic decision-making processes to reach a consensus, such as
achieving an absolute majority (AC9HC10S04_E8)
using democratic processes to decide on criteria that can be used to evaluate plans for action to addresses a
civics and citizenship issue (AC9HC10S04_E9)
identifying civics and citizenship issues that may involve dissent, uncertainty or be open to interpretation and
debate (for example, international views on whaling or globalisation, or border security and devising strategies
to accommodate difference and reach compromise) (AC9HC10S04_E10)

evaluate how active and
global citizenship can
contribute to a
democratic society
through informed and
responsible action and
to make change
(AC9HC10S05)

writing an evaluative essay or analytical report on how active and global citizenship contributes to the
advancement of democratic outcomes (AC9HC10S05_E2)
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Evaluating political and legal institutions
Communicating

evaluate the
effectiveness of
Australian and global
political institutions and
legal systems and
processes in upholding
democratic values, the
rule of law, protecting
human rights and
freedoms and achieving
social cohesion
(AC9HC10S06)

conducting an audit of Australia’s protection of rights and freedoms (AC9HC10S06_E3)

evaluate Australian and
global responses and
outcomes to
contemporary issues
and challenges
(AC9HC10S07)

deconstructing a point of view on the effectiveness of an Australian or global response to a contemporary
issue (AC9HC10S07_E3)

use a range of
communication forms to
respond to a civics and
citizenship issue, using
evidence and
perspectives, articulating
viewpoints, ideas and
reasons for active
citizenship and global
citizenship
(AC9HC10S08)

creating a sustained and cohesive argument outlining the value of active and global citizenship for local,
regional and global communities (AC9HC10S08_E4)

comparing areas of fragmentation in Australian society with areas of cohesion (for example, the rise of right
wing or conspiracy groups with the majority adherence to laws and community protections)
(AC9HC10S06_E4)
explaining the role of institutions of global governance, such as the United Nations or the International
Criminal Court (AC9HC10S06_E5)
evaluate their effectiveness in upholding democratic norms, human rights and peace and stability
(AC9HC10S06_E6)

using a case study such as the Rohingyan genocide or democratic protests in Myanmar to assess the
effectiveness of global actors’ responses, including the response of the Australian Government
(AC9HC10S07_E4)

considering Australian, regional and global futures and how students might contribute as active and informed
citizens (AC9HC10S08_E5)
considering how digital technologies enable them to engage with a global community (AC9HC10S08_E6)
discussing the implications of living in an interconnected world and what this could mean for active and
informed citizenship (AC9HC10S08_E7)
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