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How does my child learn to tell the time?

Learning basic skills like reading, writing, spelling, adding and subtracting generally happen in a certain 
order. On the Australian Curriculum website, the literacy and numeracy progressions show the order that 
most children develop these skills.

Use the literacy and numeracy progressions to see where your child might be up to in their development 
of a particular skill (like learning to tell the time) and see the next typical step of development. 

NUMERACY 
LEARNING 

PROGRESSIONS

Read more about the national literacy and numeracy learning progressions on the Australian Curriculum website.

LEARNING
PROGRESSIONS 

How your child
learns about

time

Applies understanding
 of the passage of 
time to sequence 

daily events

Uses the language of 
time to describe events 

in relation to past, 
present and future

Uses the appropriate
 time unit to describe 
the duration of events

Reads time on analogue 
clocks to the hour,

half-hour and quarter-hour

Reads and interprets different 
representations of time 
on an analogue clock, 
digital clock or timer

He knows the sun 
rises in the morning
 and sets at night

She tells you about 
what she learnt in class 

today and about the sports 
carnival on tomorrow

She tells you it takes
hours to drive to 

grandma’s but only 45 
minutes on the plane

He knows when he 
gets up it’s 7 o’clock, 
and that he leaves for 
school at quarter past 8.

She sets the time on her 
analogue wristwatch based 

on the time displayed 
on her digital alarm clock

today | tomorrow hours / minutes


