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History  Above satisfactory  Year 9
Portfolio summary
This portfolio of student work shows that the student can refer to key events and the actions of individuals
and groups to analyse patterns of change and continuity over time (WS1, WS2, WS3, WS4, WS5, WS6,
WS7). The student analyses the causes and effects of events and developments and makes judgements
about their importance based on evidence (WS1, WS3, WS4, WS5). The student explains the motives and
actions of people at the time (WS1, WS2, WS3, WS4, WS5, WS6, WS7). The student analyses
the significance of these events and developments over the short and long term (WS1, WS3, WS4, WS6).
The student explains different interpretations of the past (WS1, WS3, WS6).
The student sequences events and developments within a chronological framework, with reference to
periods of time and their duration (WS2, WS4, WS5, WS7). When researching, the student develops
different kinds of questions to frame a historical inquiry (WS2, WS4, WS7). The student interprets,
processes, analyses and organises information from a range of primary and secondary sources and uses
it as evidence to answer inquiry questions (WS1, WS3, WS5, WS6, WS7). The student examines sources
to compare different points of view (WS1, WS3). When evaluating these sources, the student analyses
origin and purpose, and draws detailed conclusions about their usefulness (WS1, WS3). The student
develops personal interpretations about the past (WS1, WS3, WS4, WS7). The student develops detailed
texts, particularly explanations and discussions, incorporating historical interpretations (WS1, WS2, WS3,
WS4, WS5, WS7). In developing these texts and organising and presenting the conclusions, the student
uses historical terms and concepts, a range of evidence identified in sources, and references these
sources (WS1, WS3, WS4, WS5).

Source analysis and extended response: The Industrial Revolution
Sample summary
Students examined four primary sources detailing working conditions in factories, mines and other operations
during the Industrial Revolution. They completed four source analysis tables, recording their findings and
ideas about the nature, content and use of each source. Students then wrote an extended text, using
evidence from three of the four sources, to support their opinions on whether or not the Industrial Revolution
improved the living and working conditions of children. The task was completed at home over a period of two
weeks.

Achievement standard
Subject
By the end of Year 9, students refer to key events and the actions of individuals and groups to explain
patterns of change and continuity over time. They analyse the causes and effects of events and
developments and make judgements about their importance. They explain the motives and actions of people
at the time. Students explain the significance of these events and developments over the short and long term.
They explain different interpretations of the past.
Students sequence events and developments within a chronological framework, with reference to periods of
time and their duration. When researching, students develop different kinds of questions to frame a historical
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time and their duration. When researching, students develop different kinds of questions to frame a historical
inquiry. They interpret, process, analyse and organise information from a range of primary and secondary
sources and use it as evidence to answer inquiry questions. Students examine sources to compare different
points of view. When evaluating these sources, they analyse origin and purpose, and draw conclusions about
their usefulness. They develop their own interpretations about the past. Students develop texts, particularly
explanations and discussions, incorporating historical interpretations. In developing these texts and organising
and presenting their conclusions, they use historical terms and concepts, evidence identified in sources, and
they reference these sources.
Source analysis

Annotations
1

2

Annotation 1
Records features of a
source to identify its type
1

Annotation 2
Records detailed
observations of the content of
a source
2

3

4

Annotation 3
Makes generalisations
about a historical period
supported by specific details
drawn from a source
3

Annotation 4
Describes and
connects features of a
historical period
4

Annotations
1

2

Annotation 1
Records features of a
source to identify its type
1

Annotation 2
Records detailed
observations of the content of
a source
2

3

4
Annotation 3
Makes generalisations
about a historical period
supported by specific details
drawn from a source
3
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Annotation 4
Explains and connects
features of a historical period
4

Annotations
1

2

Annotation 1
Records features of a
source to identify its type
1

Annotation 2
Records detailed
observations of the content of
a source
2

3

4

Annotation 3
Analyses the content
and perspective of a source
3

Annotation 4
Describes and
connects features of a
historical period
4

Annotations
Annotation 1
Places developments
and events into a historical
sequence and context
1

1

2

Annotation 2
Supports conclusions
using evidence drawn from
multiple sources
2

3

Annotation 3
Uses direct quotation
and acknowledges information
sources
3
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Annotations

1

Annotation 1
Supports conclusions
using evidence drawn from an
acknowledged source
1

2

3

Annotation 2
Describes features of a
historical period based on
observations from a range of
sources
2

4
5

Annotation 3
Analyses the
perspective of a source
3

Annotation 4
Communicates ideas in
a wellstructured written text
4

Annotation 5
Draws a conclusion
about the past and its
relationship to the present
5

Annotations
1

2
3

4

Annotation 1
Records features of a
source to identify its type
1

Annotation 2
Records detailed
observations of the content of
a source
2

Annotation 3
Analyses the content
and perspective of a source
3

Annotation 4
Explains the usefulness
of a source within its historical
context
4
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A soldier’s story
Sample summary
Students researched the experiences of an Australian soldier in World War I using the digitised material held
by the National Archives of Australia, the Australian War Memorial and associated sources. They presented
their findings as a written account detailing the story of the soldier’s service. Students were provided with time
in the school library, in class and at home to complete the task over a period of two weeks, including time to
draft, edit and revise the final text.

Achievement standard
Subject
By the end of Year 9, students refer to key events and the actions of individuals and groups to explain
patterns of change and continuity over time. They analyse the causes and effects of events and
developments and make judgements about their importance. They explain the motives and actions of people
at the time. Students explain the significance of these events and developments over the short and long term.
They explain different interpretations of the past.
Students sequence events and developments within a chronological framework, with reference to periods of
time and their duration. When researching, students develop different kinds of questions to frame a historical
inquiry. They interpret, process, analyse and organise information from a range of primary and secondary
sources and use it as evidence to answer inquiry questions. Students examine sources to compare different
points of view. When evaluating these sources, they analyse origin and purpose, and draw conclusions about
their usefulness. They develop their own interpretations about the past. Students develop texts, particularly
explanations and discussions, incorporating historical interpretations. In developing these texts and organising
and presenting their conclusions, they use historical terms and concepts, evidence identified in sources, and
they reference these sources.
Biography

Annotations
Annotation 1
Summarises
information about the life of an
individual soldier based on
verifiable sources
1

1
2

3

Annotation 2
Presents information in
a detailed and wellstructured
text
2

Annotation 3
Presents a detailed
chronology of a soldier’s
service record
3
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Annotations
Annotation 1
Uses direct quotation
and acknowledges information
sources
1

1
2
3

4

Annotation 2
Describes a sequence
of specific events in detail
2

Annotation 3
Creates a chronology
of events based on
information sources
3

Annotation 4
Acknowledges source
of information
4

Source analysis: The Gallipoli campaign
Sample summary
Students examined four sources related to the Gallipoli campaign in World War I. They were asked to analyse
these sources and consider how each source could be used to answer the question, ‘Was the Gallipoli
campaign a glorious moment for Australia?’ Students studied the sources in detail in class over two 50minute
lessons and wrote their answers to the question as a homework task.

Achievement standard
Subject
By the end of Year 9, students refer to key events and the actions of individuals and groups to explain
patterns of change and continuity over time. They analyse the causes and effects of events and
developments and make judgements about their importance. They explain the motives and actions of people
at the time. Students explain the significance of these events and developments over the short and long term.
They explain different interpretations of the past.
Students sequence events and developments within a chronological framework, with reference to periods of
time and their duration. When researching, students develop different kinds of questions to frame a historical
inquiry. They interpret, process, analyse and organise information from a range of primary and secondary
sources and use it as evidence to answer inquiry questions. Students examine sources to compare different
points of view. When evaluating these sources, they analyse origin and purpose, and draw conclusions about
their usefulness. They develop their own interpretations about the past. Students develop texts, particularly
explanations and discussions, incorporating historical interpretations. In developing these texts and organising
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explanations and discussions, incorporating historical interpretations. In developing these texts and organising
and presenting their conclusions, they use historical terms and concepts, evidence identified in sources, and
they reference these sources.
Source analysis

Annotations
Annotation 1
Identifies the nature of
a source

1

1

2
3

Annotation 2
Identifies the
perspective of a source
2

4
5

Annotation 3
Identifies the
usefulness of a source
3

Annotation 4
Identifies the purpose
of a source
4

Annotation 5
Uses multiple sources
to develop a complex
interpretation of a historical
event
5

Annotations
1

Annotation 1
Uses direct quotation
from a source to support an
interpretation of a historical
event
1

2
3

4
5

Annotation 2
Presents an analysis of
an event using a well
structured and detailed written
text
2

Annotation 3
Recognises differences
between sources
3

Annotation 4
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Annotation 4
Describes the
usefulness of a source
4

Annotation 5
Analyses in detail the
perspective provided by the
source
5

Annotations
1
2
3

Annotation 1
Reflects on the
particular perspective
provided by a source
1

Annotation 2
Uses direct quotation
from a source to support an
interpretation of a historical
event
2

Annotation 3
Uses multiple sources
to develop a complex
interpretation of a historical
event
3

Interview: An idea that changed the world
Sample summary
Students worked in pairs to research one allocated progressive idea or movement from the 18th or 19th
century. They were asked to identify its features and to adopt the persona of one of its leaders or proponents.
Students then wrote the script for an interview in which the individual responded to questions about the idea
or movement and its influence upon Australian and world history. Students were provided with time in the
school library, in class and at home to complete the task over a period of one week.

Achievement standard
Subject
By the end of Year 9, students refer to key events and the actions of individuals and groups to explain
patterns of change and continuity over time. They analyse the causes and effects of events and
developments and make judgements about their importance. They explain the motives and actions of people
at the time. Students explain the significance of these events and developments over the short and long term.
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They explain different interpretations of the past.
Students sequence events and developments within a chronological framework, with reference to periods of
time and their duration. When researching, students develop different kinds of questions to frame a historical
inquiry. They interpret, process, analyse and organise information from a range of primary and secondary
sources and use it as evidence to answer inquiry questions. Students examine sources to compare different
points of view. When evaluating these sources, they analyse origin and purpose, and draw conclusions about
their usefulness. They develop their own interpretations about the past. Students develop texts, particularly
explanations and discussions, incorporating historical interpretations. In developing these texts and organising
and presenting their conclusions, they use historical terms and concepts, evidence identified in sources, and
they reference these sources.
Interview script

Annotations
Annotation 1
Places events in the life
of an individual into a historical
sequence and context
1

1

Annotation 2
Explains the
motivations of a person from
the past
2

2

Annotations
1

2
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Annotation 1
Describes in detail the
main features of a progressive
idea
1

Annotation 2
Describes a specific
event associated with a
progressive idea
2
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Annotations
1

Annotation 1
Describes the actions
of a person from the past
1

2
3

Annotation 2
Assesses the impact of
a progressive idea in different
locations and time periods
2

Annotation 3
Communicates
historical information and
ideas using an appropriate
and wellstructured text
3

Infographic: Making a nation
Sample summary
Students collated information and ideas associated with the ‘Making a nation’ depth study and created an
infographic to summarise their findings. The teacher provided a scaffold for the organisation of the material
and students were required to use the safe software to generate the infographic. This was a summative task
at the end of the depth study and was completed in class and at home over a period of one week.

Achievement standard
Subject
By the end of Year 9, students refer to key events and the actions of individuals and groups to explain
patterns of change and continuity over time. They analyse the causes and effects of events and
developments and make judgements about their importance. They explain the motives and actions of people
at the time. Students explain the significance of these events and developments over the short and long term.
They explain different interpretations of the past.
Students sequence events and developments within a chronological framework, with reference to periods of
time and their duration. When researching, students develop different kinds of questions to frame a historical
inquiry. They interpret, process, analyse and organise information from a range of primary and secondary
sources and use it as evidence to answer inquiry questions. Students examine sources to compare different
points of view. When evaluating these sources, they analyse origin and purpose, and draw conclusions about
their usefulness. They develop their own interpretations about the past. Students develop texts, particularly
explanations and discussions, incorporating historical interpretations. In developing these texts and organising
and presenting their conclusions, they use historical terms and concepts, evidence identified in sources, and
they reference these sources.
Infographic
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Infographic

Annotations overview
Creates a digital or multimodal solution that is appropriate to the task and its audience

Annotations
Annotation 1
Summarises
information and ideas
associated with Australia’s
history and development
1

1

Annotation 2
Includes graphic
representations of concepts
and trends
2

2
3

Annotation 3
Creates a detailed
informative text containing
specific historical information
and data
3

Annotations

1
2

3
4

Annotation 1
Summarises
information and ideas
associated with Australia’s
history and development
1

Annotation 2
Uses direct quotation
and acknowledges information
sources
2

Annotation 3
Includes graphic
representations of concepts
and ideas
3

Annotation 4
Creates a detailed
informative text containing
specific historical information
4
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Remembering and commemorating
Sample summary
Students examined the ways in which war memorials in Australia and overseas assist people to remember
and commemorate the past. They were provided with a teacherproduced worksheet listing nine different war
memorials and were asked to record a summary of the history and key features of each site. Students
then analysed the features of each site to explain how it assisted visitors to think about
and honour individuals, groups and events. Students were provided with time in the school library and in class
to complete the task over a period of two weeks.

Achievement standard
Subject
By the end of Year 9, students refer to key events and the actions of individuals and groups to explain
patterns of change and continuity over time. They analyse the causes and effects of events and
developments and make judgements about their importance. They explain the motives and actions of people
at the time. Students explain the significance of these events and developments over the short and long term.
They explain different interpretations of the past.
Students sequence events and developments within a chronological framework, with reference to periods of
time and their duration. When researching, students develop different kinds of questions to frame a historical
inquiry. They interpret, process, analyse and organise information from a range of primary and secondary
sources and use it as evidence to answer inquiry questions. Students examine sources to compare different
points of view. When evaluating these sources, they analyse origin and purpose, and draw conclusions about
their usefulness. They develop their own interpretations about the past. Students develop texts, particularly
explanations and discussions, incorporating historical interpretations. In developing these texts and organising
and presenting their conclusions, they use historical terms and concepts, evidence identified in sources, and
they reference these sources.
Worksheet

Annotations
Annotation 1
Describes detailed
aspects of the memorial and
its history
1

1

Annotation 2
Analyses connections
between the memorial and
remembrance of the past
2

2
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Annotations
Annotation 1
Describes detailed
aspects of the memorial and
its history
1

1
Annotation 2
Analyses connections
between the memorial and
remembrance of the past
2

2

Annotations
Annotation 1
Describes detailed
aspects of the memorial and
its history
1

1

Annotation 2
Analyses connections
between the memorial and
remembrance of the past
2

2

Propaganda poster: The Boxer Rebellion
Sample summary
Students investigated the origin and purpose of the Boxer Rebellion in China at the end of the 19th century.
They were asked to design a propaganda poster encouraging people to join with and support the Boxers
against the western powers. Students were then required to reflect upon the design and content of the poster
and explain how they had used text and images to create a proBoxer perspective. The task was completed
as a takehome assignment over a period of one week.

Achievement standard
Subject
By the end of Year 9, students refer to key events and the actions of individuals and groups to explain
patterns of change and continuity over time. They analyse the causes and effects of events and
developments and make judgements about their importance. They explain the motives and actions of people
at the time. Students explain the significance of these events and developments over the short and long term.
They explain different interpretations of the past.
Students sequence events and developments within a chronological framework, with reference to periods of
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Students sequence events and developments within a chronological framework, with reference to periods of
time and their duration. When researching, students develop different kinds of questions to frame a historical
inquiry. They interpret, process, analyse and organise information from a range of primary and secondary
sources and use it as evidence to answer inquiry questions. Students examine sources to compare different
points of view. When evaluating these sources, they analyse origin and purpose, and draw conclusions about
their usefulness. They develop their own interpretations about the past. Students develop texts, particularly
explanations and discussions, incorporating historical interpretations. In developing these texts and organising
and presenting their conclusions, they use historical terms and concepts, evidence identified in sources, and
they reference these sources.
Poster

Annotations
1

Annotation 1
Uses graphics and text
to present a particular
perspective from the past
1

Annotation 2
Uses historical detail to
create an appropriate context
and message for the poster
2

2

Annotations
Annotation 1
Describes in detail a
sequence of historical events
and the role played by
individuals and groups
1

1

2

3

Annotation 2
Analyses the graphic
and textual features of the
poster
2

Annotation 3
Describes a particular
perspective from the past
3
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