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History  Above satisfactory  Year 7
Portfolio summary
This portfolio of student work shows that the student can suggest reasons for change and continuity
over time (WS5, WS6). The student explains the effects of change on societies, individuals and
groups (WS5, WS6). The student describes in detail events and developments from the perspective of
different people who lived at the time (WS1, WS4). The student explains the role of groups and
the significance of particular individuals in society (WS1, WS4, WS5). The student identifies past
events and developments that have been interpreted in different ways (WS2, WS3, WS6).
The student sequences events and developments within a chronological framework, using dating
conventions to represent and measure time (WS1, WS2, WS5). When researching, the
student develops a range of questions to frame a historical inquiry (WS1, WS5). The
student identifies and selects a range of sources and locates, compares and uses information to
answer inquiry questions (WS1, WS5). The student analyses sources to explain points of view (WS2,
WS3). When interpreting sources, the student identifies their origin and purpose (WS2, WS3). The
student develops detailed and wellstructured texts, particularly descriptions and explanations (WS1,
WS2, WS3, WS4, WS5, WS6). In developing these texts and organising and presenting the findings,
the student uses historical terms and concepts, incorporates relevant sources, and
acknowledges sources of information (WS1, WS2, WS3, WS4, WS5, WS6).

Research report: Qin Shi Huangdi
Sample summary
Students investigated the life, achievements and influence of Emperor Qin Shi Huangdi as part of their
study of life in ancient China. Supported by the class teacher and the teacherlibrarian, students identified
and located sources of historical information, created a timeline of Qin Shi Huangdi’s life and created a
written account of his contribution to ancient China. The task was completed over three 50minute
lessons.

Achievement standard
Subject  History
By the end of Year 7, students explain the role of groups and the significance of particular individuals in
past societies. They suggest reasons for change and continuity over time. They describe the effects of
change on societies, individuals and groups and describe events and developments from
the perspective of people who lived at the time. They identify past events and developments that have
been interpreted in different ways.
Students sequence events and developments within a chronological framework, using
dating conventions to represent and measure time. When researching, students develop significant
questions to frame a historical inquiry. They identify and select a range of primary and secondary
sources and locate, compare and use relevant information and evidence to answer inquiry
questions. They analyse information and evidence to determine their origin, purpose and usefulness and
to identify past and present values and perspectives. Students develop texts, particularly descriptions and
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to identify past and present values and perspectives. Students develop texts, particularly descriptions and
explanations. In developing these texts and organising and presenting their findings, they use historical
terms and concepts, incorporate relevant sources, and acknowledge their sources of information.
Report

Annotations
Annotation 1
Recognises differing
perspectives on the
significance of Qin Shi
Huangdi
1

1
2
3

Annotation 2
Acknowledges
information sources
2

Annotation 3
Outlines the
contribution of Qin Shi
Huangdi to ancient China
3

1

Annotations
Annotation 1
Sequences events in
chronological order
1

2

Annotation 2
Identifies key people
in the life of Qin Shi Huangdi
2

3
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Annotation 3
Creates a timeline
to summarise the life of Qin
Shi Huangdi
3
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Annotations
Annotation 1
Explains the motives
behind the actions of
a person from the past

1

1

Annotation 2
Acknowledges
information sources
2

2

Source analysis: Ötzi, the iceman
Sample summary
Students were presented with a selection of unseen primary and secondary sources associated with the
discovery of the body of Ötzi, the iceman, in 1991. They were asked to answer a series of questions about
each of these sources and then propose an explanation for Ötzi’s death over 4000 years ago. The task
was completed in class in one 50minute lesson.

Achievement standard
Subject
By the end of Year 7, students suggest reasons for change and continuity over time. They describe the
effects of change on societies, individuals and groups. They describe events and developments from
the perspective of different people who lived at the time. Students explain the role of groups and
the significance of particular individuals in society. They identify past events and developments that have
been interpreted in different ways.
Students sequence events and developments within a chronological framework, using dating conventions
to represent and measure time. When researching, students develop questions to frame a historical
inquiry. They identify and select a range of sources and locate, compare and use information to answer
inquiry questions. They examine sources to explain points of view. When interpreting sources, they
identify their origin and purpose. Students develop texts, particularly descriptions and explanations. In
developing these texts and organising and presenting their findings, they use historical terms and
concepts, incorporate relevant sources, and acknowledge their sources of information.
Analysis

Annotations overview
Applies logic and reasoning to analyse evidence and support a conclusion
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Annotations
Annotation 1
Draws a conclusion
based on an information
source
1

1

2

Annotation 2
Draws upon multiple
sources to support
conclusions
2

3

Annotation 3
Presents differing
perspectives in relation to a
person from the past
3

Annotations
1

2

Annotation 1
Draws detailed
conclusions based on
information sources
1

Annotation 2
Creates a well
structured text using
reasoning and inference
2

Paragraph: Ancient Egypt
Sample summary
Students examined a series of images of the wall decorations of two different ancient Egyptian tombs.
They used the information in the images to make inferences and draw conclusions about life in this
ancient society. Students expressed their ideas in an appropriately structured paragraph. Following
detailed teacher feedback on their written texts, students then redrafted the paragraph and compared
their two texts to reflect on changes and developments in their learning. The task was completed in class
over two 50minute lessons.

Achievement standard
Subject  History
By the end of Year 7, students explain the role of groups and the significance of particular individuals in
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past societies. They suggest reasons for change and continuity over time. They describe the effects of
change on societies, individuals and groups and describe events and developments from
the perspective of people who lived at the time. They identify past events and developments that have
been interpreted in different ways.
Students sequence events and developments within a chronological framework, using
dating conventions to represent and measure time. When researching, students develop significant
questions to frame a historical inquiry. They identify and select a range of primary and secondary
sources and locate, compare and use relevant information and evidence to answer inquiry
questions. They analyse information and evidence to determine their origin, purpose and usefulness and
to identify past and present values and perspectives. Students develop texts, particularly descriptions and
explanations. In developing these texts and organising and presenting their findings, they use historical
terms and concepts, incorporate relevant sources, and acknowledge their sources of information.
Paragraph

Annotations
1

Annotation 1
Uses sources to make
generalisations about past
societies
1

2

Annotation 2
Includes detailed
examples to support ideas
about ancient societies
2

3
4

Annotation 3
Creates a structured
text to present a historical
analysis
3

Annotation 4
Acts on feedback to
improve the text
4

Letter: Life in ancient China
Sample summary
Students were asked to adopt the perspective of a peasant in ancient China and to write a letter
describing the main features of their life. This task was undertaken at the end of a unit on ancient China in
which students investigated housing, work, clothing, recreation, and family and social structures. The task
was completed in class in three 50minute lessons with students given the opportunity to draft and edit
their work.

Achievement standard
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Achievement standard
Subject  History
By the end of Year 7, students explain the role of groups and the significance of particular individuals in
past societies. They suggest reasons for change and continuity over time. They describe the effects of
change on societies, individuals and groups and describe events and developments from
the perspective of people who lived at the time. They identify past events and developments that have
been interpreted in different ways.
Students sequence events and developments within a chronological framework, using
dating conventions to represent and measure time. When researching, students develop significant
questions to frame a historical inquiry. They identify and select a range of primary and secondary
sources and locate, compare and use relevant information and evidence to answer inquiry questions.
They analyse information and evidence to determine their origin, purpose and usefulness and to identify
past and present values and perspectives. Students develop texts, particularly descriptions and
explanations. In developing these texts and organising and presenting their findings, they use historical
terms and concepts, incorporate relevant sources, and acknowledge their sources of information.
Letter

Annotations
1
Annotation 1
Identifies different
perspectives of people from
the past
1

2

3
Annotation 2
Describes features of
housing in ancient China
2

Annotation 3
Understands the
perspectives and motivations
of people from the past
3

Australian Curriculum
ACARA | The Australian Curriculum
The Australian Curriculum is licensed under Creative Commons.

Australian Curriculum

Annotations
1

Annotation 1
Describes differences
between social classes in
ancient China
1

2
3

Annotation 2
Creates a detailed
text describing the
experiences of peasants in
ancient China
2

Annotation 3
Uses specific
examples to demonstrate the
belief systems of ancient
China
3

Research report: An Asian wonder
Sample summary
Students were asked to write a research report based on their investigation of a wonder of the Asian world
as part of their study of the ancient past. They were required to develop appropriate inquiry questions and
to support the findings in their report with specific detail, relevant images and source material. Students
were supported in locating and collating their information by the teacherlibrarian and class teacher, and
were provided with time in class to plan, draft and edit their texts. The task was completed over three 50
minute lessons.

Achievement standard
Subject
By the end of Year 7, students suggest reasons for change and continuity over time. They describe the
effects of change on societies, individuals and groups. They describe events and developments from
the perspective of different people who lived at the time. Students explain the role of groups and
the significance of particular individuals in society. They identify past events and developments that have
been interpreted in different ways.
Students sequence events and developments within a chronological framework, using dating conventions
to represent and measure time. When researching, students develop questions to frame a historical
inquiry. They identify and select a range of sources and locate, compare and use information to answer
inquiry questions. They examine sources to explain points of view. When interpreting sources, they
identify their origin and purpose. Students develop texts, particularly descriptions and explanations. In
developing these texts and organising and presenting their findings, they use historical terms and
concepts, incorporate relevant sources, and acknowledge their sources of information.
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Report

Annotations overview
Describes the contributions of the peoples of Asia to world

Annotations
Annotation 1
Places the site into a
historical context
1

1

2
3
4

Annotation 2
Explains reasons for
continuity in relation to the
site
2

Annotation 3
Describes why the
site is viewed as significant
3

Annotation 4
Describes the role of
groups in the development of
the site
4

Annotations
Annotation 1
Describes the natural
and manmade features of
the site
1

1
2

Annotation 2
Makes connections
between the past and
present
2

3
4

Annotation 3
Identifies a range of
issues associated with
heritage and conservation
3

Annotation 4
Acknowledges
sources of information
4
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Reflection: The legacy of Rome
Sample summary
Students were asked to reflect on the legacy of ancient Rome for modern society, and write a response as
part of an endofunit task. They were asked to make connections between the ancient and modern
worlds, incorporate images in their texts, and to consider the validity of the notion that ‘The Romans used
and adapted their environment in ways that made life easier and were ahead of their time’. The task was
completed in class in one 60minute lesson.

Achievement standard
Subject
By the end of Year 7, students suggest reasons for change and continuity over time. They describe the
effects of change on societies, individuals and groups. They describe events and developments from
the perspective of different people who lived at the time. Students explain the role of groups and
the significance of particular individuals in society. They identify past events and developments that have
been interpreted in different ways.
Students sequence events and developments within a chronological framework, using dating conventions
to represent and measure time. When researching, students develop questions to frame a historical
inquiry. They identify and select a range of sources and locate, compare and use information to answer
inquiry questions. They examine sources to explain points of view. When interpreting sources, they
identify their origin and purpose. Students develop texts, particularly descriptions and explanations. In
developing these texts and organising and presenting their findings, they use historical terms and
concepts, incorporate relevant sources, and acknowledge their sources of information.
Reflection

Annotations
Annotation 1
Uses an appropriate
image to support the text
1

1

Annotation 2
Describes the
importance of institutions and
processes to people in the
past
2

2
4

3

Annotation 3
Explains connections
between the past and
present
3
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Annotation 4
Uses historical terms
and concepts
4

1

Annotations
Annotation 1
Draws parallels
between the past and
present using examples
1

2
3

Annotation 2
Uses an appropriate
image to support the text
2

Annotation 3
Uses sophisticated
text structures to
communicate ideas
3
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