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HASS  Satisfactory  Year 5
Portfolio summary
This portfolio of student work shows that the student can describe the significance of people and
events/developments in bringing about change (WS4, WS11). The student identifies the causes and
effects of change on particular communities (WS4, WS9) and describes aspects of the past that have
remained the same (WS9, WS10). The student describes the experiences of different people in the past
(WS11). The student explains the characteristics of places in different locations at local to national scales
(WS2, WS3, WS4, WS6, WS7). The student identifies and describes the interconnections between people
and the human and environmental characteristics of places, and between components of environments
(WS1,WS2, WS3, WS6, WS11). The student identifies the effects of these interconnections on the
characteristics of places and environments (WS1, WS2, WS3, WS5). The student identifies the importance
of values and processes to Australia’s democracy (WS9, WS11) and describes the roles of different people
in Australia’s legal system (WS11). The student recognises that choices need to be made when
allocating resources (WS8, WS10, WS11). The student describes factors that influence personal choices
as a consumer (WS8) and identifies strategies that can be used to inform these choices (WS8). The
student describes different views on how to respond to an issue or challenge (WS3, WS5).
The student develops questions for an investigation (WS3, WS8, WS11). The student locates and
collects data and information from a range of sources to answer inquiry questions (WS8, WS11). The
student examines sources to determine their purpose and to identify different viewpoints (WS11). The
student interprets data to identify and describe distributions, simple patterns and trends, and to infer
relationships, and suggests conclusions based on evidence (WS1, WS2, WS4, WS9, WS11). The student
sequences information about events, the lives of individuals and selected phenomena in chronological
order using timelines (WS11). The student sorts, records and represents data in different formats (WS2,
WS4), including largescale and smallscale maps, using basic conventions (WS7, WS11). The student
works with others to generate alternative responses to an issue or challenge (WS3, WS5) and reflects on
learning to independently propose action, describing the possible effects of the proposed action (WS3,
WS5). The student presents ideas, findings and conclusions in a range of communication forms using
disciplinespecific terms and appropriate conventions (WS1, WS3, WS5, WS6, WS8, WS11).

Hotel proposal
Sample summary
Students adopted the persona of a project manager asked to make a recommendation about the location of a
new hotel. They were provided with a map containing three different sites along with a list of requirements for
consideration: road access, water and power supplies, terrain, tourist amenities, proximity to residential areas,
and shelter from prevailing winds and weather. Students then completed a comparison of the positive and
negative features of each site and presented a recommendation based on the analysis of these features and
made suggestions to resolve any issues. They presented their work on a teacherprovided template. This task
took place at the end of a unit examining the relationship between natural and built environments and was
completed in class over three 50minute lessons.

Achievement standard
Learning Area
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Learning Area
Subject  Geography
By the end of Year 5, students describe the significance of people and events/developments in bringing about
change. They identify the causes and effects of change on particular communities and describe aspects of
the past that have remained the same. They describe the experiences of different people in the past.
Students explain the characteristics of places in different locations at local to national scales. They identify and
describe the interconnections between people and the human and environmental characteristics of places,
and between components of environments. They identify the effects of these interconnections on
the characteristics of places and environments. Students identify the importance of values and processes to
Australia’s democracy and describe the roles of different people in Australia’s legal system. They recognise
that choices need to be made when allocating resources. They describe factors that influence their choices as
consumers and identify strategies that can be used to inform these choices. They describe different views on
how to respond to an issue or challenge.
Students develop questions for an investigation. They locate and collect data and information from a range of
sources to answer inquiry questions. They examine sources to determine their purpose and to identify
different viewpoints. They interpret data to identify and describe distributions, simple patterns and trends, and
to infer relationships, and suggest conclusions based on evidence. Students sequence information about
events, the lives of individuals and selected phenomena in chronological order using timelines. They sort,
record and represent data in different formats, including largescale and smallscale maps, using
basic conventions. They work with others to generate alternative responses to an issue or challenge and
reflect on their learning to independently propose action, describing the possible effects of their proposed
action. They present their ideas, findings and conclusions in a range of communication forms using discipline
specific terms and appropriate conventions.
Proposal

Annotations
Learning Area
Categorises the natural
and human features of
alternative sites
1

Subject  Geography
Categorises the natural
and human features of
alternative sites
2

1
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Annotations

1

2

3

4
5

Learning Area
Uses examples to
support a recommendation
1

Subject  Geography
Uses examples to
support a recommendation
2

6

Learning Area
Considers alternative
perspectives and reactions to
present a proposal
3

Subject  Geography
Considers alternative
perspectives and reactions to
present a proposal
4

Learning Area
Describes a connection
between the natural
environment and human
activity
5

Subject  Geography
Describes a connection
between the natural
environment and human
activity
6

Excursion report (Mackay Harbour)
Sample summary
Students, as a class, developed a common set of inquiry questions about the nature and location of places in
preparation for an excursion to Mackay Harbour, Queensland. The questions and information, including
photographs of the site, were collated into a worksheet by the teacher. Students completed the worksheet
after the excursion using information and data that they had observed on the day and collected afterwards.
Students also reflected upon their learning to draw conclusions about the nature of places. The excursion
took place during school time over the course of one day. The worksheet was completed in class over two 50
minute lessons.

Achievement standard
Learning Area
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Learning Area
Subject  Geography
By the end of Year 5, students describe the significance of people and events/developments in bringing about
change. They identify the causes and effects of change on particular communities and describe aspects of
the past that have remained the same. They describe the experiences of different people in the past.
Students explain the characteristics of places in different locations at local to national scales. They identify and
describe the interconnections between people and the human and environmental characteristics of places,
and between components of environments. They identify the effects of these interconnections on
the characteristics of places and environments. Students identify the importance of values and processes to
Australia’s democracy and describe the roles of different people in Australia’s legal system. They recognise
that choices need to be made when allocating resources. They describe factors that influence their choices as
consumers and identify strategies that can be used to inform these choices. They describe different views on
how to respond to an issue or challenge.
Students develop questions for an investigation. They locate and collect data and information from a range of
sources to answer inquiry questions. They examine sources to determine their purpose and to identify
different viewpoints. They interpret data to identify and describe distributions, simple patterns and trends, and
to infer relationships, and suggest conclusions based on evidence. Students sequence information about
events, the lives of individuals and selected phenomena in chronological order using timelines. They sort,
record and represent data in different formats, including largescale and smallscale maps, using
basic conventions. They work with others to generate alternative responses to an issue or challenge and
reflect on their learning to independently propose action, describing the possible effects of their proposed
action. They present their ideas, findings and conclusions in a range of communication forms using discipline
specific terms and appropriate conventions.
Excursion report
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Annotations
Learning Area
Creates a climate
graph using presented data
1

1
2
3

Subject  Geography
Creates a climate
graph using presented data
2

4

Learning Area
Makes generalisations
about a place based on
observations and data
3

Subject  Geography
Makes generalisations
about a place based on
observations and data
4

1
2

Annotations
1

3

Learning Area
Identifies the uses of a

place

4

2

Subject  Geography
Identifies the uses of a

place

5

Learning Area
Categorises the
features of a place based on
its use or purpose
3

6

Subject  Geography
Categorises the
features of a place based on
its use or purpose
4

5

Learning Area
Lists the features of a

place
6
place
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1
2

Annotations
Learning Area
Reflects on
observations to answer inquiry
questions and to draw simple
conclusions about a place
1

Subject  Geography
Reflects on
observations to answer inquiry
questions and to draw simple
conclusions about a place
2

Letter to the local government
Sample summary
Students were presented with a geographical challenge associated with the use of a beach in their local area.
Students researched the nature and causes of the issue, explored differing viewpoints and formulated
possible solutions. They presented their concerns and solutions by writing a letter to the local government. In
these letters students described the challenge, identified alternative views on how to respond and suggested
potential actions. This task was part of an integrated unit exploring how communities function and cooperate.
The letter was drafted, edited and revised over three 50minute lessons.

Achievement standard
Learning Area
Subject  Geography
Subject  Civics and Citizenship
By the end of Year 5, students describe the significance of people and events/developments in bringing about
change. They identify the causes and effects of change on particular communities and describe aspects of
the past that have remained the same. They describe the experiences of different people in the past.
Students explain the characteristics of places in different locations at local to national scales. They identify and
describe the interconnections between people and the human and environmental characteristics of places,
and between components of environments. They identify the effects of these interconnections on
the characteristics of places and environments. Students identify the importance of values and processes to
Australia’s democracy and describe the roles of different people in Australia’s legal system.
They recognise that choices need to be made when allocating resources. They describe factors that influence
their choices as consumers and identify strategies that can be used to inform these choices. They describe
different views on how to respond to an issue or challenge.
Students develop questions for an investigation. They locate and collect data and information from a range of
sources to answer inquiry questions. They examine sources to determine their purpose and to identify
different viewpoints. They interpret data to identify and describe distributions, simple patterns and trends, and
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different viewpoints. They interpret data to identify and describe distributions, simple patterns and trends, and
to infer relationships, and suggest conclusions based on evidence. Students sequence information about
events, the lives of individuals and selected phenomena in chronological order using timelines. They sort,
record and represent data in different formats, including largescale and smallscale maps, using
basic conventions. They work with others to generate alternative responses to an issue or challenge and
reflect on their learning to independently propose action, describing the possible effects of their proposed
action. They present their ideas, findings and conclusions in a range of communication forms using discipline
specific terms and appropriate conventions.
Letter

Annotations
1

2

3

4
5
6

Learning Area
Identifies differing
views on a community issue or
geographic challenge
1

7
Subject  Geography
Identifies differing
views on a geographic
challenge
2

8
9

Subject  Civics and
Citizenship
Identifies differing views on a
community issue
3

Learning Area
Proposes a response
to a community issue or
geographic challenge
4

Subject  Geography
Proposes a response
to a geographic challenge
5

Subject  Civics and
Citizenship
Proposes a response to a
community issue
6

Learning Area
Uses evidence to
support a proposed action
7

Subject  Geography
Uses evidence to
support a proposed action
8

Subject  Civics and
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Subject  Civics and
Citizenship
Uses evidence to support a
proposed action
9

The Australian colonies
Sample summary
Students constructed climate maps to show the location of the major climate zones in Australia. Students then
produced overlays for the maps to indicate key events from the colonial history of each state and territory
along with indications of its main businesses. Students were provided with time and support in the school
library and worked with a range of digital and print resources to collect their information. The maps
were coloured and shaped by hand then scanned and uploaded into wordprocessing software for final
labelling, publication and display in the classroom. The entire task was carried out in class over a threeweek
period.

Achievement standard
Learning Area
Subject  History
Subject  Geography
By the end of Year 5, students describe the significance of people and events/developments in bringing about
change. They identify the causes and effects of change on particular communities and describe aspects of
the past that have remained the same. They describe the experiences of different people in the past.
Students explain the characteristics of places in different locations at local to national scales. They identify and
describe the interconnections between people and the human and environmental characteristics of places,
and between components of environments. They identify the effects of these interconnections on
the characteristics of places and environments. Students identify the importance of values and processes to
Australia’s democracy and describe the roles of different people in Australia’s legal system. They recognise
that choices need to be made when allocating resources. They describe factors that influence their choices as
consumers and identify strategies that can be used to inform these choices. They describe different views on
how to respond to an issue or challenge.
Students develop questions for an investigation. They locate and collect data and information from a range of
sources to answer inquiry questions. They examine sources to determine their purpose and to identify
different viewpoints. They interpret data to identify and describe distributions, simple patterns and trends, and
to infer relationships, and suggest conclusions based on evidence. Students sequence information about
events, the lives of individuals and selected phenomena in chronological order using timelines. They sort,
record and represent data in different formats, including largescale and smallscale maps, using
basic conventions. They work with others to generate alternative responses to an issue or challenge and
reflect on their learning to independently propose action, describing the possible effects of their proposed
action. They present their ideas, findings and conclusions in a range of communication forms using discipline
specific terms and appropriate conventions.
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Annotated map

Annotations
1

Learning Area
Records a simple
chronology of Australian
colonial settlement
1

2
3
4
5

Subject  History
Records a simple
chronology of Australian
colonial settlement
2

6
Learning Area
Lists patterns of land
use and production in
Australia
3

Subject  Geography
Lists patterns of land
use and production in
Australia
4

Learning Area
Constructs a climate
map of Australia
5

Subject  Geography
Constructs a climate
map of Australia using
cartographic conventions
6

Bushfire action plan
Sample summary
Students were asked to write a bushfire action plan for their homes. Students examined digital and printed
advice from rural fire authorities to identify key information and worked in consultation with their parents
or carers to personalise the structure and content of their own plans. The task took place in class and at
home over a twoweek period.

Achievement standard
Learning Area
Subject  Geography
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Subject  Geography
Subject  Economics and Business
By the end of Year 5, students describe the significance of people and events/developments in bringing about
change. They identify the causes and effects of change on particular communities and describe aspects of
the past that have remained the same. They describe the experiences of different people in the past.
Students explain the characteristics of places in different locations at local to national scales. They identify and
describe the interconnections between people and the human and environmental characteristics of places,
and between components of environments. They identify the effects of these interconnections on
the characteristics of places and environments. Students identify the importance of values and processes to
Australia’s democracy and describe the roles of different people in Australia’s legal system. They recognise
that choices need to be made when allocating resources. They describe factors that influence their choices as
consumers and identify strategies that can be used to inform these choices. They describe different views on
how to respond to an issue or challenge.
Students develop questions for an investigation. They locate and collect data and information from a range of
sources to answer inquiry questions. They examine sources to determine their purpose and to identify
different viewpoints. They interpret data to identify and describe distributions, simple patterns and trends, and
to infer relationships, and suggest conclusions based on evidence. Students sequence information about
events, the lives of individuals and selected phenomena in chronological order using timelines. They sort,
record and represent data in different formats, including largescale and smallscale maps, using
basic conventions. They work with others to generate alternative responses to an issue or challenge and
reflect on their learning to independently propose action, describing the possible effects of their proposed
action. They present their ideas, findings and conclusions in a range of communication forms using discipline
specific terms and appropriate conventions.
Action plan

Annotations
1
3
5

6

7

Learning Area
Proposes actions to
prepare for a bushfire
1

2
4

Subject  Geography
Proposes actions to
prepare for a bushfire
2

Learning Area
Proposes actions to
respond to a bushfire
3

Subject  Geography
Proposes actions to
respond to a bushfire
4

Learning Area
Identifies essential
resources associated with
bushfire survival
5
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bushfire survival
Subject  Economics
and Business
Identifies resources based on
need
6

Subject  Economics
and Business
Reflects on circumstances to
support a course of action
7

Climate art gallery
Sample summary
Students investigated the characteristics of three climate zones in Australia, including the relationship
between climate and the nature, function or liveability of places in each zone. Students then created an
artwork to visually represent each climate type, incorporating appropriate colours, symbols and landscape
features. The finished artworks were exhibited as a classroom ‘climate art gallery’ with each image
accompanied by a wordprocessed and printed explanatory artist statement using a teacherprovided
template. The task was completed in class over a sixweek period.

Achievement standard
Learning Area
Subject  Geography
By the end of Year 5, students describe the significance of people and events/developments in bringing about
change. They identify the causes and effects of change on particular communities and describe aspects of
the past that have remained the same. They describe the experiences of different people in the past.
Students explain the characteristics of places in different locations at local to national scales. They identify and
describe the interconnections between people and the human and environmental characteristics of places,
and between components of environments. They identify the effects of these interconnections on
the characteristics of places and environments. Students identify the importance of values and processes to
Australia’s democracy and describe the roles of different people in Australia’s legal system. They recognise
that choices need to be made when allocating resources. They describe factors that influence their choices as
consumers and identify strategies that can be used to inform these choices. They describe different views on
how to respond to an issue or challenge.
Students develop questions for an investigation. They locate and collect data and information from a range of
sources to answer inquiry questions. They examine sources to determine their purpose and to identify
different viewpoints. They interpret data to identify and describe distributions, simple patterns and trends, and
to infer relationships, and suggest conclusions based on evidence. Students sequence information about
events, the lives of individuals and selected phenomena in chronological order using timelines. They sort,
record and represent data in different formats, including largescale and smallscale maps, using
basic conventions. They work with others to generate alternative responses to an issue or challenge and
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reflect on their learning to independently propose action, describing the possible effects of their proposed
action. They present their ideas, findings and conclusions in a range of communication forms using discipline
specific terms and appropriate conventions.
Image gallery

Annotations
Learning Area
Represents the
landscape based on gathered
information
1

1
2
3

4

Subject  Geography
Represents the
landscape based on gathered
information
2

5
6

Learning Area
Makes connections
between climate, landforms
and vegetation
3

Subject  Geography
Makes connections
between climate, landforms
and vegetation
4

Learning Area
Justifies choices based
on geographic information
5

Learning Area
Justifies choices based
on geographic information
6
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Annotations
Learning Area
Represents the
landscape based on gathered
information
1

1
2

Subject  Geography
Represents the
landscape based on gathered
information
2

3
4
5
6

Learning Area
Makes connections
between climate, landforms
and vegetation
3

Subject  Geography
Makes connections
between climate, landforms
and vegetation
4

Learning Area
Justifies choices based
on geographic information
5

Subject  Geography
Justifies choices based
on geographic information
6

Annotations
1
2
3

Subject  Geography
Represents the
landscape based on gathered
information
2

4
5

Learning Area
Represents the
landscape based on gathered
information
1

6
Learning Area
Makes connections
between climate, landforms
and vegetation
3

Subject  Geography
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Subject  Geography
Makes connections
between climate, landforms
and vegetation
4

Learning Area
Justifies choices based
on geographic information
5

Subject  Geography
Justifies choices based
on geographic information
6

Travel itinerary
Sample summary
Students were asked to produce a map depicting the position, distance and direction of places in the northern
hemisphere relative to a location in eastern Australia. The map was to be presented as an itinerary for a
potential roundtheworld journey by aeroplane. Students used wall maps, atlases and digital resources to
locate the information and presented their findings using digital templates provided by the teacher. The task
was completed in class in two 50minute lessons.

Achievement standard
Learning Area
Subject  Geography
By the end of Year 5, students describe the significance of people and events/developments in bringing about
change. They identify the causes and effects of change on particular communities and describe aspects
of the past that have remained the same. They describe the experiences of different people in the past.
Students explain the characteristics of places in different locations at local to national scales. They identify and
describe the interconnections between people and the human and environmental characteristics of places,
and between components of environments. They identify the effects of these interconnections on
the characteristics of places and environments. Students identify the importance of values and processes to
Australia’s democracy and describe the roles of different people in Australia’s legal system. They recognise
that choices need to be made when allocating resources. They describe factors that influence their choices as
consumers and identify strategies that can be used to inform these choices. They describe different views on
how to respond to an issue or challenge.
Students develop questions for an investigation. They locate and collect data and information from a range of
sources to answer inquiry questions. They examine sources to determine their purpose and to identify
different viewpoints. They interpret data to identify and describe distributions, simple patterns and trends, and
to infer relationships, and suggest conclusions based on evidence. Students sequence information about
events, the lives of individuals and selected phenomena in chronological order using timelines. They sort,
record and represent data in different formats, including largescale and smallscale maps, using
basic conventions. They work with others to generate alternative responses to an issue or challenge and
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reflect on their learning to independently propose action, describing the possible effects of their proposed
action. They present their ideas, findings and conclusions in a range of communication forms using discipline
specific terms and appropriate conventions.
Map

Annotations
1

2

Learning Area
Positions places on a
world map
1

Subject  Geography
Positions places on a
world map using latitude and
longitude
2

3
4

5

Learning Area
Uses distance to
indicate the relative location of
places
3

Subject  Geography
Sequences movement
around the world based on
direction
4

Subject  Geography
Uses distance to
indicate the relative location of
places in the norther
hemisphere and southern
hemisphere
5

Spending and saving
Sample summary
This task was part of a unit of work exploring how to make informed choices as a consumer. Students were
presented with a scenario in which they were given a gift of $3000. They were required to save half of the
money while being free to spend the other half on items of their choice. In both cases students were also
required to justify their saving and spending choices based on their product questioning and research (online
and instore). Students presented their decisions to the class. The task was completed both in class and at
home over a twoweek period.

Achievement standard
Learning Area
Australian Curriculum
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Learning Area
Subject  Economics and Business
By the end of Year 5, students describe the significance of people and events/developments in bringing about
change. They identify the causes and effects of change on particular communities and describe aspects
of the past that have remained the same. They describe the experiences of different people in the
past. Students explain the characteristics of places in different locations at local to national scales. They
identify and describe the interconnections between people and the human and environmental characteristics
of places, and between components of environments. They identify the effects of these interconnections on
the characteristics of places and environments. Students identify the importance of values and processes to
Australia’s democracy and describe the roles of different people in Australia’s legal system. They recognise
that choices need to be made when allocating resources. They describe factors that influence their choices as
consumers and identify strategies that can be used to inform these choices. They describe different views on
how to respond to an issue or challenge.
Students develop questions for an investigation. They locate and collect data and information from a range of
sources to answer inquiry questions. They examine sources to determine their purpose and to identify
different viewpoints. They interpret data to identify and describe distributions, simple patterns and trends, and
to infer relationships, and suggest conclusions based on evidence. Students sequence information about
events, the lives of individuals and selected phenomena in chronological order using timelines. They sort,
record and represent data in different formats, including largescale and smallscale maps, using
basic conventions. They work with others to generate alternative responses to an issue or challenge and
reflect on their learning to independently propose action, describing the possible effects of their proposed
action. They present their ideas, findings and conclusions in a range of communication forms using discipline
specific terms and appropriate conventions.
Presentation

Annotations
Learning Area
Considers personal
influences when selecting a
product for purchase
1

Subject  Economics
and Business
Considers personal influences
when selecting a product for
purchase
2

1
2
4

3

Learning Area
Makes comparisons
between products based on
features and customer service
3

Subject  Economics
and Business
Makes comparisons between
products based on features
4
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and customer service

Annotations
1

2

3

4

Learning Area
Considers functionality
when selecting a product for
purchase
1

Subject  Economics
and Business
Considers functionality when
selecting a product for
purchase
2

7

6
8

5

Learning Area
Considers value for
money when selecting a
product for purchase
3

Subject  Economics
and Business
Considers value for money
when selecting a product for
purchase
4

Learning Area
Uses mathematical
calculation to support a
financial decision
5

Subject  Economics
and Business
Uses mathematical calculation
to support a financial decision
6

Learning Area
Uses economics and
business terminology
7

Subject  Economics
and Business
Uses economics and business
terminology
8

Eureka Stockade: rights and responsibilities
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Sample summary
Students studied the people and events of 1854 at Ballarat, Victoria. They explored the living and working
conditions on the goldfields and the specific actions associated with the Eureka Stockade. At the end of the
unit they entered their ideas about the key features of 1854 on a flowchart and proposed a modernday
equivalent for each of these features. They then reflected on the similarities and differences between the
attitudes, actions and responsibilities of people in the past and present. The task was completed in class in
one 50minute lesson.

Achievement standard
Learning Area
Subject  History
Subject  Civics and Citizenship
By the end of Year 5, students describe the significance of people and events/developments in bringing about
change. They identify the causes and effects of change on particular communities and describe aspects of
the past that have remained the same. They describe the experiences of different people in the
past. Students explain the characteristics of places in different locations at local to national scales. They
identify and describe the interconnections between people and the human and environmental characteristics
of places, and between components of environments. They identify the effects of these interconnections on
the characteristics of places and environments. Students identify the importance of values and processes to
Australia’s democracy and describe the roles of different people in Australia’s legal system. They recognise
that choices need to be made when allocating resources. They describe factors that influence their choices as
consumers and identify strategies that can be used to inform these choices. They describe different views on
how to respond to an issue or challenge.
Students develop questions for an investigation. They locate and collect data and information from a range of
sources to answer inquiry questions. They examine sources to determine their purpose and to identify
different viewpoints. They interpret data to identify and describe distributions, simple patterns and trends, and
to infer relationships, and suggest conclusions based on evidence. Students sequence information about
events, the lives of individuals and selected phenomena in chronological order using timelines. They sort,
record and represent data in different formats, including largescale and smallscale maps, using
basic conventions. They work with others to generate alternative responses to an issue or challenge and
reflect on their learning to independently propose action, describing the possible effects of their proposed
action. They present their ideas, findings and conclusions in a range of communication forms using discipline
specific terms and appropriate conventions.
Comparison
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Annotations
1

Learning Area
Lists aspects of life in
the past
1

2
3
4

5

Subject  History
Lists aspects of life in
the past
2

6

Learning Area
Identifies features of
Australia’s modern democracy
3

Subject  Civics and
Citizenship
Identifies features of
Australia’s modern democracy
4

Learning Area
Makes a comparison
between life in the past and
life in the present to describe
change over time
5

Subject  History
Makes a comparison
between life in the past and
life in the present to describe
change over time
6

Gold rushes: wants and needs
Sample summary
Students studied life on the nineteenth century gold fields from the perspective of the gold miners. They
investigated the wants and needs of miners at the time, using teacherselected source material, and made a
comparison with presentday wants and needs. Students were given choice in presenting their conclusions –
tables, graphs, diagrams – in combination with an extended text. The task was completed in class over three
50minute lessons.

Achievement standard
Learning Area
Subject  History
Subject  Economics and Business
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Subject  Economics and Business
By the end of Year 5, students describe the significance of people and events/developments in bringing about
change. They identify the causes and effects of change on particular communities and describe aspects of
the past that have remained the same. They describe the experiences of different people in the past.
Students explain the characteristics of places in different locations at local to national scales. They identify and
describe the interconnections between people and the human and environmental characteristics of places,
and between components of environments. They identify the effects of these interconnections on
the characteristics of places and environments. Students identify the importance of values and processes to
Australia’s democracy and describe the roles of different people in Australia’s legal system. They recognise
that choices need to be made when allocating resources. They describe factors that influence their choices as
consumers and identify strategies that can be used to inform these choices. They describe different views on
how to respond to an issue or challenge.
Students develop questions for an investigation. They locate and collect data and information from a range of
sources to answer inquiry questions. They examine sources to determine their purpose and to identify
different viewpoints. They interpret data to identify and describe distributions, simple patterns and trends, and
to infer relationships, and suggest conclusions based on evidence. Students sequence information about
events, the lives of individuals and selected phenomena in chronological order using timelines. They sort,
record and represent data in different formats, including largescale and smallscale maps, using
basic conventions. They work with others to generate alternative responses to an issue or challenge and
reflect on their learning to independently propose action, describing the possible effects of their proposed
action. They present their ideas, findings and conclusions in a range of communication forms using discipline
specific terms and appropriate conventions.
Comparison

Annotations
Learning Area
Lists resources as
either needs or wants
1

1
2

Subject  Economics
and Business
Lists resources as either
needs or wants
2

3

4
Learning Area
Records resources as
either past or present
3

Subject  History
Records resources as
either past or present
4
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Annotations
Learning Area
Categorises types of
needs and wants
1

1

2

Subject  Economics
and Business
Categorises types of needs
and wants
2

3
5

4
6

Learning Area
Describes changes
over time
3

Subject  History
Describes changes
over time
4

Learning Area
Describes different
types of needs and wants
5

Subject  Economics
and Business
Describes different types of
needs and wants
6

Establishing a new colony
Sample summary
Students investigated the early years of settlement of one Australian colony. Using sources provided by the
teacher, and with the regular support of the teacherlibrarian, they generated a series of inquiry questions to
lead to the creation of a collection of previously ‘unknown’ documents from the colony’s past for exhibition in a
museum: a map, the diary of a founder, a timeline, a letter to the British government, and a regulation or law.
Students displayed their documents in the classroom along with a written statement explaining why it was
important to visit the museum to view these documents. The individual documents were completed in class
using templates provided by the teacher along with support in drafting, editing and proofreading. The class
exhibition was held at the end of a unit of work extending over an entire school term.

Achievement standard
Learning Area
Subject  History
Subject  Geography
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Subject  Geography
Subject  Civics and Citizenship
Subject  Economics and Business
By the end of Year 5, students describe the significance of people and events/developments in bringing about
change. They identify the causes and effects of change on particular communities and describe aspects of
the past that have remained the same. They describe the experiences of different people in the
past. Students explain the characteristics of places in different locations at local to national scales. They
identify and describe the interconnections between people and the human and environmental characteristics
of places, and between components of environments. They identify the effects of these interconnections on
the characteristics of places and environments. Students identify the importance of values and processes to
Australia’s democracy and describe the roles of different people in Australia’s legal system. They recognise
that choices need to be made when allocating resources. They describe factors that influence their choices as
consumers and identify strategies that can be used to inform these choices. They describe different views on
how to respond to an issue or challenge.
Students develop questions for an investigation. They locate and collect data and information from a range of
sources to answer inquiry questions. They examine sources to determine their purpose and to identify
different viewpoints. They interpret data to identify and describe distributions, simple patterns and trends, and
to infer relationships, and suggest conclusions based on evidence. Students sequence information about
events, the lives of individuals and selected phenomena in chronological order using timelines. They sort,
record and represent data in different formats, including largescale and smallscale maps, using
basic conventions. They work with others to generate alternative responses to an issue or challenge and
reflect on their learning to independently propose action, describing the possible effects of their proposed
action. They present their ideas, findings and conclusions in a range of communication forms using discipline
specific terms and appropriate conventions.
Documents

Annotations
1
map

1

Subject  Geography
Creates a historical
map using cartographic
conventions
2

2
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Annotations
1
2
3
4

Learning Area
Identifies significant
events associated with the
founding of an Australian
colony
1

5
Subject  History
Identifies significant
events associated with the
founding of an Australian
colony
2

6

Learning Area
Presents an
empathetic view on past
events
3

Subject  History
Presents an
empathetic view on past
events
4

Learning Area
Uses specific detail
within the text
5

Subject  History
Uses specific detail
within the text
6

Annotations
1

Learning Area
Sequences key events
in chronological order
1

2

Subject  History
Sequences key events
in chronological order
2

3
4

Learning Area
Identifies key events in
the development of an
Australian colony
3

Subject  History
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Subject  History
Identifies key events in
the development of an
Australian colony
4

Annotations
Learning Area
Recognises decisions
associated with the allocation
of resources
1

3
6

1

2
4

5
7

Subject  Economics
and Business
Recognises decisions
associated with the allocation
of resources
2

Learning Area
Uses evidence to
support a perspective
3

Subject  History
Uses evidence to
support a perspective
4

Subject  Economics
and Business
Considers the consequences
of an economic action
5

Learning Area
Uses specific terms
and concepts
6

Subject  Economics
and Business
Uses data and specific
economics and business
terms and concepts
7
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Annotations
Learning Area
Identifies foundational
features of Australia’s
democracy
1

1
2

3

Subject  Civics and
Citizenship
Identifies foundational
features of Australia’s
democracy
2

4
5

Subject  History
Creates a perspective
on a past event
3

Subject  Civics and
Citizenship
Uses specific civics and
citizenship terms and
concepts
4

Learning Area
Identifies different
positions and features within
colonial Australia’s political
system
5

Annotations
Learning Area
Describes connections
between the past and present
1

1
2
3
4

Learning Area
Makes comparisons
between past events
2

Learning Area
Understands the role of
evidence in supporting a
perspective
3

Learning Area
Creates a text using
subjectspecific terms and
concepts
4
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