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Consumer and financial literacy: F6/7 Humanities and
Social Sciences
F6/7 Humanities and Social Sciences
The Australian Curriculum: F–6/7 Humanities and Social Sciences (HASS) has a significant role in developing
consumer and financial literacy in young people. The HASS curriculum supports the development of the
dimensions of consumer and financial literacy as shown in the diagram below.

Approximate proportion of the dimensions addressed in F/67 Humanities and Social Sciences
Explicit links to consumer and financial literacy exist in the economics and business substrand of the HASS
curriculum. This substrand is introduced in Year 5 with consumer and financial literacy as one of four key
organising ideas. Here, students explore how to make informed consumer and financial decisions and
consider how these decisions can affect individuals, the broader community and the environment. The other
key organising ideas of economics and business support the development of consumer and financial literacy
as students are introduced to basic economic concepts such as scarcity, the need to make choices, the
business environment and, in Year 7, the world of work.
The knowledge and understanding that are developed in the economics and business substrand are
supported by the content in the remaining three HASS substrands of civics and citizenship, geography and
history, through which students learn about the importance of rules, regulations and laws which can be
applied to financial contexts. Students acquire an appreciation of the role of governments in developing laws
and providing services for the community’s benefit. They learn how governments gain revenue, and the
responsibilities of citizens including the paying of taxes. Students begin to understand the importance of
preserving places and consider how the demand for overseas goods and services can impact on people and
environments. They also develop an awareness of the impact of technologies over time on the way people
live and work.
Through the inquiry and skills strand of the HASS curriculum, students develop a range of competencies and
skills that can be applied in consumer and financial contexts. For example, students learn to discriminate
between fact and opinion when evaluating claims made in advertising, and they develop the skills to process
data and analyse patterns and trends, which enables them to make reasoned financial decisions such those
required when selecting investments.
By studying HASS, students also develop the skills of responsible decisionmaking and enterprise. The skills
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By studying HASS, students also develop the skills of responsible decisionmaking and enterprise. The skills
of enterprise are developed through student investigations and creative activities such as fundraising events
or business ventures. Students learn to apply informed decisionmaking in a range of realworld contexts by
using criteria to evaluate the advantages and disadvantages of alternative choices, leading to actions
proposed in response to an issue or challenge. They also develop an appreciation of the role that values play
in the decisions that people and groups make and they understand the importance of values to particular
identities. The knowledge, understanding and skills that students acquire in HASS contribute to sound and
informed financial decisionmaking throughout their lives.
Moneysmart for teachers and Tax, Super and You resources provide a number of interdisciplinary units that
either focus on or include aspects of the HASS curriculum. Access a list of relevant resources that link to the
Australian Curriculum: F–6/7 HASS using the righthand menu.

Supporting documentation
Mapped content descriptions in table format

Links to resources that support F6/7 Humanities and Social Sciences
Year 2 Kieren's coin
Years 24 Digital activity – Money and people
Years 24 Digital activity – Money maps
Year 5 Never too young to be Moneysmart with clothes
Year 5 Hey! Let’s have a big day out!
Years 56 Digital activity – Calls, messaging and browsing
Years 56 Digital activity – Choosing a mobile plan
Years 56 Digital activity – Entertainment
Years 56 Digital activity – Mobile credit
Years 56 Digital activity – MilbaDjunga – Smart Money – Primary Unit
Year 6 The fun begins: Plan, budget, profit!
Year 6 It’s raining cats and dogs... and chickens?
Years 58 Digital activity – Mobile phone security
Year 6 Digital activity – The cost of cats and dogs…and snakes
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Knowledge and understanding
F6/7 Humanities and Social Sciences  Year 5
Civics and citizenship
Why regulations and laws are enforced and the personnel involved (ACHASSK117)
Economics and business
The difference between needs and wants and why choices need to be made about how limited resources
are used (ACHASSK119)
Types of resources (natural, human, capital) and the ways societies use them to satisfy the needs and
wants of present and future generations (ACHASSK120)

Competencies and skills
F6/7 Humanities and Social Sciences  Year 5
Analysing
Examine primary and secondary sources to determine their origin and purpose(ACHASSI098)
Interpret data and information displayed in a range of formats to identify, describe and compare
distributions, patterns and trends, and to infer relationships(ACHASSI100)
Evaluating and reflecting
Evaluate evidence to draw conclusions (ACHASSI101)
Communicating
Present ideas, findings, viewpoints and conclusions in a range of texts and modes that incorporate source
materials, digital and nondigital representations and discipline specific terms and conventions
(ACHASSI105)
Economics and business
Influences on consumer choices and methods that can be used to help make informed personal and
financial choices (ACHASSK121)

Responsibility and enterprise
F6/7 Humanities and Social Sciences  Year 5
Analysing
Examine different viewpoints on actions, events, issues and phenomena in the past and present
(ACHASSI099)
Evaluating and reflecting
Work in groups to generate responses to issues and challenges (ACHASSI102)
Use criteria to make decisions and judgements and consider advantages and disadvantages of preferring
one decision over others (ACHASSI103)
Reflect on learning to propose personal and/or collective action in response to an issue or challenge, and
predict the probable effects (ACHASSI104)
Civics and citizenship
The key values that underpin Australia’s democracy (ACHASSK115)
How people with shared beliefs and values work together to achieve a civic goal (ACHASSK118)
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