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Ethical Understanding: Elements and sub-elements

	Understanding ethical concepts and perspectives

	Explore ethical concepts
	Students identify and examine ethical concepts. They discuss and examine the dimensions of ethical concepts and how they relate to the actions we take in a range of situations.

	Examine values, rights and responsibilities, and ethical norms
	Students understand the role that values, rights and responsibilities, and norms have in ethical decisions. They consider how a range of values relate to established norms of ethical behaviour.

	Recognise influences on ethical behaviour and perspectives
	Students recognise the interrelationship of factors that impact their ethical behaviour and perspectives. They consider how factors such as reason, emotions, habits of behaviour, character traits, obligations and duties impact ethically considered responses. 

	Responding to ethical issues

	Explore ethical perspectives and frameworks
	Students develop an understanding of different ethical frameworks and how these inform ethical perspectives and decision-making. Ethical frameworks include approaches that address the role of consequences on ethical actions; approaches that deal with issues of duty, justice and fairness; and approaches that focus on virtues in the ethical decision-making process. 

	Explore ethical issues
	Students bring together their understanding of the first 4 sub-elements of the Ethical Understanding learning continuum to investigate ethical issues. They apply their understanding of ethical concepts, values, rights and responsibilities, norms, ethical frameworks and perspectives to curriculum-related ethical contexts.

	Make and reflect on ethical decisions
	Students recognise the factors that impact on ethical decisions, determine alternative responses to an issue, and consider how these may impact potential outcomes.
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